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The city of Greenwood was among the first of the communities in Johnson County to kick off its Independence Day celebrations, with its Freedom Festival on 
June 25. Families watched a parade around the downtown area and then gathered on picnic blankets and lawn chairs for live music from the NACHI stage, 
purchased food from a wide selection of food trucks, checked out vendors and played games all through the night. The evening ended with “KORN Country 
Musical Fireworks.”  (Photo by Nicole Davis)
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The Center Grove ICON is pub-
lished by Grow Local Media, LLC. 
Content published alongside this 
icon is sponsored by one of our 

valued advertisers. Sponsored content is 
produced or commissioned by advertisers 
working in tandem with Grow Local Media’s 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Center Grove 
ICON publisher, editorial staff or graphic de-
sign team. The Center Grove ICON is devoted 
to clearly differentiating between sponsored 
content and editorial content. Potential ad-
vertisers interested in sponsored content 
should call (317) 300-8782 or email spon-
sored@myicon.info.
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ICONic briefs

ICONic rewind

Athletics - Joe Bronkella became the 
next athletic director for Center Grove 
High School on July 1. Bronkella was 
approved by the Center Grove Board 
of School Trustees at its June 16 meet-
ing. Bronkella is currently the athletic 
director at Madison Consolidated High 
School in Madison, Ind. where he has 
served since 2017. Under his leader-
ship, Madison was awarded the IHSAA 
Sportsmanship award in 2020 and 2021. 
During his career, Bronkella has coached 
football, basketball, baseball, and track. 
Bronkella started his career as a special 
education teacher in Anderson, Ind. He 
taught physical education in an elemen-
tary school in Florida before returning 
to Indiana where he taught physical 
education and health at Central Middle 
Schools and East High School in Colum-
bus. Bronkella became Central’s Athletic 
director in 2011. Bronkella was award-
ed the Tom Cameron Administrator of 
the Year Award from the Indiana High 
School Wrestling Coaches Association in 

2019. The current athletic director, Scott 
Knapp, announced plans to leave the 
job when his contract ends on June 30. 

Trammell named to Spring 2022  
Chancellor’s List at UA Little Rock

Top Academics - Devin Trammell, a Greenwood resident and Center Grove High School 
graduate., has been named to the Spring 2022 Chancellor’s List at the University of Ar-
kansas at Little Rock. UA Little Rock recognizes superior academic performance at the 
end of each semester. To be named to the UA Little Rock Chancellor’s List, a student must 
have completed at least nine credit hours with a 3.9 GPA or higher. More than 615 UA 
Little Rock students were named to the chancellor’s list for the spring 2022 semester.

Franciscan Health Indianapolis strikes  
‘Gold’ for heart failure, diabetes program

Healthcare - Franciscan Health Indianapolis has been named an Achievement 
Award Hospital by the American Heart Association (AHA). The AHA presented the 
hospital with the 2022 Get With The Guidelines®-Heart Failure GOLD PLUS with Tar-
get: Heart Failure Honor Roll and Target: Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll designation 
with an added target for Type 2 Diabetes. Franciscan Health Indianapolis has been 
recognized many times by the AHA for its heart failure care. The additional AHA 2022 
designation for diabetes recognizes the hospital’s commitment to ensuring heart 
failure patients with diabetes receive evidence-based care based on the latest scien-
tific evidence and research. The goal is to help improve their quality of life, manage 
their diabetes and reduce heart failure readmissions.

Center Grove High School names  
Bronkella next athletic director

Joe Bronkella.  (Photo courtesy of Center Grove 
Community School Corporation)
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By Todd Travis

Growing up with autism
By the time Liam Price was 2 years old, 

his parents Jon and Cindy could tell he had 
some type of intellectual disability. Shortly 
after, he was diagnosed with autism and 
was nonverbal for some of his younger 
years. School was difficult for a while and 
caused Liam some anxiety, so his mom 
homeschooled him for a few years. A friend 
of the Price family, a teacher at Center 
Grove High School, eventually reached out 
and offered to help Liam if they would put 
him back in school. The Prices agreed to 
give it another shot – they did not regret it. 
Liam would go on to excel in high school 
and even became the homecoming king 
and prom king.

A blessing in disguise
Just before returning to high school, 

Liam had a near-death experience that 
shifted his outlook on life. “When he was 
in seventh grade his appendix burst and 

almost took his life twice,” Liam’s dad re-
called. “He developed C. diff while in the 
hospital, which is a seri-
ous intestinal issue that 
causes bleeding and 
other uncomfortable 
symptoms.” In a twist 
of fate, the medication 
Liam was given while he 
was in the hospital actu-
ally helped to regulate 
some of the intestinal 
issues that he had been 
dealing with for a long 
time. “All of the sudden, 
Liam began asking to 
do things he had never 
shown much interest in 
before, like football and 
swimming.” Jon said. “He also told me that 
he was feeling so much better now that his 
intestinal issues were calming down.” 

Going beyond expectations
Once Liam got into sports, doors began 

to open for him that he never thought pos-
sible. In high school, he became a United 

States youth ambassador with the Special 
Olympics and spoke on Capitol Hill twice, 

advocating for people 
with special needs. He 
met Jason Hite, the 
swim and dive coach 
for the University of In-
dianapolis, who asked 
him to join the swim 
team. This year, he 
won a gold medal in 
the Special Olympics 
state games in the 50-
yard backstroke. After 
placing second in the 
prelims, Liam went up 
to coach Hite and told 
him he was going to 
get first in the finals the 

next day, and he did. He ended up with 
the fastest time in the nation for 2022. He 
was interviewed by Tim Tebow on ESPN. 
The Tim Tebow Foundation runs an event 
called “Night to Shine.” Night to Shine puts 
on a prom night for kids with intellectual 
disabilities and Liam has attended for the 
last few years. He also completed an intern-
ship at the White River Township Fire De-

partment where he learned about training 
their search and rescue dog, “Rosie.”

Looking to the future
Liam is currently attending the Univer-

sity of Indianapolis, studying communica-
tions with an emphasis on public relations. 
“If you were to tell me that he was going 
to be at the University of Indianapolis, 
navigating nine hours a day on a college 
campus and swimming on a swim team, I 
would have told you it would never hap-
pen,” Jon remarked. Liam’s goal is to get 
his degree in public relations so that he 
can work for the Special Olympics North 
America and travel the country advocat-
ing for those with intellectual disabilities. “I 
want to be able to show kids with disabili-
ties that they can persevere and achieve 
what they want to in their lifetime if they 
force their mind to it and do everything to 
prepare,” Liam said. In his interview with 
Tim Tebow he said so much of his focus is 
on one word – inclusion. “I want everyone 
to be able to experience inclusion in the 
way I have with the University of Indianap-
olis,” he stated.

Living life without limits
Center Grove High School graduate Liam Price refuses to let intellectual disabilities keep him from living his dreams

(Cover) Liam on the podium with his gold medal.  |  (Top left) Liam with Tim Tebow.  |  (Bottom left) Liam and Jason Hite.  (Photos by Jon Price)  |  (Middle) Jon, Liam, Cindy and Macy Price. (Photo by Lindy Scott)  |  (Right) 
Liam has spoken on Capitol Hill twice. (Photo by Jon Price)

COVER STORY

Medal count for Liam’s team. (Photo by Jon Price)
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ICONic briefs

Center Grove 
2021-22 
retirees.  
(Photo 
courtesy of 
Center Grove 
Community 
School 
Corporation)

Academic Achievement - Miami University 
students who are ranked in the top twenty 
percent of undergraduate students within 
each division for the spring semester 2021-
22 have been named to the dean’s list recog-
nizing academic excellence. Local students 
include: Camryn Lansdell of Greenwood, 
earning a B.A. in architecture; Abby Green 
of Greenwood, earning a Bachelor of Arts 
in chemistry and biology; and Emily Rake 
of Greenwood, earning a Bachelor of Arts in 
biology, premedical studies. Miami Univer-
sity students who are ranked in the top three 

percent of undergraduate students within 
each division for the spring semester 2021-
22 have been named to the president’s list 
recognizing academic excellence. Local stu-
dents include: Lauren Pagel of Greenwood, 
earning a B.S. in business analytics; Karsen 
Benedict of Greenwood, earning a B.S. in 
Education in Integrated social studies edu.; 
Emily McWilliams of Greenwood, earning a 
B.S. in nutrition & health in kinesiology; and 
Ali Fanter of Greenwood, earning a B.S. in 
education, Certificate in primary education 
PK-5, autism spectrum disorders.

Retiree Dinner - Center Grove hon-
ored its 2021-22 retirees with a dinner 
and ceremony on June 14. Together, 
these men and women have served 
more than 400 years in Center Grove. 
The retirees include Jodi Barth, SGES; 
Deborah Burton, MSC; Barbara Clem-
ents, CGES; Susan Dotson, SGES; Paul 
Gabriel, ESC; Linda Henry, Mainte-

nance; Marcene Hensley, CGHS; Paula 
Hobson, PGES; Richard Jones, CGHS; 
Angela Marsh, CGHS (Simon Youth CG 
Academy); Pamela Parker, ESC; Susan 
Porter, MSC; Anne Pratt, MSC; Petra 
Ray, MSC; Rebecca Sommers, NGES; 
Nancy Stuckey, CGHS; James Todd, 
CGHS; Janet Washburn, MSN; Julie 
Zarro, MSN.

Leadership - Kaylee Stickels, a native of 
Greenwood and graduate of Center Grove 
High School, was recently initiated into the 
Harding University Circle of Omicron Delta 
Kappa, the National Leadership Honor so-
ciety. The society welcomed 320 new initi-
ates from 15 universities during May 2022. 

Students initiated into the society must be 
sophomores, juniors, seniors, or graduate/
professional students in the top 35% of 
their class, demonstrate leadership experi-
ence and more. Fewer than five percent of 
students on a campus are invited to join 
each year.

Local students make dean’s,  
president’s list at Miami University

Center Grove honors 2021-22 retirees

Kaylee Stickels initiated into Omicron Delta Kappa

The nation’s most accomplished brain and spine team is right 
here in Central Indiana. Goodman Campbell physicians, physician 
specialists, and collaborative care teams deliver exceptional care 
that keeps you at the center.

 
Learn more at GoodmanCampbell.com 

PATIENT-CENTERED 
BRAIN AND SPINE  
CARE—CLOSE TO YOU.
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Graduates 
honored by the 
Greenwood 
Kiwanis Club 
include (left to 
right): Madelyn 
Siems and Shirley 
Zheng, Center 
Grove High 
School, Isabella 
Mahanna, 
Franklin Central 
High School, 
and Xiomara 
Martinez, 
Greenwood 
Community 
High School. 
(Submitted photo)

From left, Stacy Dickerson, 
Natalie Wissel, Tom King, 
Michelle Nees, Mandy 
Kalway Franciscan Health 
Cancer Center, Annabeth 
Stem (Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society) and 
Andy Thimlar (Dreyer & 
Reinbold).  (Submitted 
photo)

Jeff Mendenhall.  (Photo 
courtesy of Center Grove 
Community School Corporation)

317.867.0900
www.CTCarmel.com
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Recognition - The Greenwood Kiwanis 
Club recently recognized graduating Key 
Club members from local high schools for 
academic and service excellence during 
its annual Kiwanis Scholars Dinner. Three 
of the honorees are this year’s recipients 
of the club’s Bill and Sharlene Mellencamp 
scholarships. They are Shirley Zheng of 
Center Grove High School, Isabella Mah-
anna, Franklin Central High School, and 
Xiomara Martinez, Greenwood Commu-
nity High School. The Greenwood Kiwanis 
awards one $1,000 Mellencamp scholar-
ship to a graduating Key Club member 
at each of the high schools where they 
sponsor a Key Club. Since they created 
the Mellencamp scholarship, they have 
awarded more than $30,000 in schol-
arships. Also recognized was Madelyn 
Siems, this year’s recipient of the Kiwanis 
Indiana Foundation Scholarship from the 
Circle City Division of the Kiwanis Indiana 

District. Her application was submitted to 
the district foundation by the Greenwood 
Kiwanis Club and was selected from those 
submitted by other clubs in the district, in-
cluding Avon, Brownsburg, Danville, Hen-
dricks County and Mooresville. Each year, 
the Greenwood Kiwanis Club awards its 
scholarships to graduating Key Club mem-
bers at Center Grove, Franklin Central, 
Greenwood Community, and Greenwood 
Christian Academy high schools. (There 
were no seniors in Key Club at Greenwood 
Christian Academy this year.) The scholar-
ship is named after Bill and Sharlene Mel-
lencamp, Kiwanians and educators who 
left this earth far too soon. “Bill and Shar-
lene were teachers who touched many 
lives in the community,” notes Richard 
Isenhour, club president. “Because of their 
love for education and service, we created 
scholarships in their name to reward stu-
dents who carry on those ideals.”

Love to Care Program – Patients at Fran-
ciscan Health Cancer Center now have 
something to warm up with while under-
going treatment and at home, thanks to 
Dreyer & Reinbold Subaru and The Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). Rep-
resentatives from the Greenwood-based 
auto dealer recently visited the center 
to deliver 80 blankets to be distributed 
to patients. The Dreyer & Reinbold team 
also brought 30 art activity kits for the 
children whose parents are undergoing 
bone marrow and stem cell transplants. 
The donations are part of the “Loves to 

Care” program, a health-focused initia-
tive of Subaru’s national philanthropic 
platform. The blankets will be presented 
to patients undergoing treatment at the 
Franciscan Health Indiana Blood & Mar-
row Transplantation (IBMT) unit. The pro-
gram is one – and the first – of only two 
facilities in Indiana offering full-service 
transplant care, including bone marrow 
and stem cell transplants. The unit spe-
cializes in treating leukemia, Hodgkins or 
non-Hodgkins lymphoma, multiple my-
eloma and other blood disorders.

Preschool - Jeff Mendenhall was appointed the next 
Academy Coordinator. His appointment was approved 
by the CGCSC Board of School Trustees at its June 16 
meeting. In his new role, Mendenhall will oversee the 
Bridges Academy and Center Grove’s Developmental 
Preschool. Mendenhall is currently the dean of students 
at Center Grove Middle School North, a position he has 
held since July 2017. Prior to that, he served as a spe-
cial education teacher at Cambridge City-Lincoln High 
School and at Hamilton Southeastern Schools. Menden-
hall will replace Robin Lawrence who resigned her posi-
tion at the end of the school year.

Greenwood Kiwanis Club awards scholarships

Local Subaru dealer steers to Franciscan 
Health Cancer Center with donations

Mendenhall named next Academy Coordinator
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Every month, we aim to share the 
best of the Center Grove community 

sharing the stories of people who 
make a difference every day. 

What stories in the community 
deserve to be told? 

What community Icons deserve 
recognition for what they do  
for Southside residents and 

organizations?

Forward your suggestions  
to Nicole Davis at  

nicole@icontimes.com

Our community. 
Our stories. By Grady Gaynor

Commuter Connect, an 
extension of CIRTA (Central Indiana Region-
al Transportation Authority), is a program 
to help individuals get to work for whatever 
reason! Whether it is disability, financial, 
pursuit of a cleaner environment, or not 
having a license, this is a program that can 
be utilized by anyone living in Marion or its 
surrounding counties.

Commuter Connect allows an individual to 
search a database to find other commuters 
in their area to “match” with and carpool to 
work together. CIRTA is partnered with Com-
muter Connect and provides a $50 subsidy 
per individual to use a vanpool as well. CIRTA 
has partnered with employers who often-
times pay the balance after the $50 subsidy 
is used up for employees dedicated to their 
job. Employers can partner with CIRTA to 
give commuter benefits such as an emergen-

cy ride home.
Director of Commuter Connect and CIRTA 

Jennifer Gebhard explained, “Say you and I 
drive into work together tomorrow and I get 
that dreadful call that my child is sick or hav-
ing some sort of an emergency. Well then, 
I can use one of my five vouchers to call an 
emergency taxi through our partner z-trip.”

With congested roads, high gas prices and 
dozens of other factors that could be hold-
ing someone back from driving to and from 
work, Commuter Connect is a great alterna-
tive option. CIRTA is the only vanpool in the 
state with 30 vehicles actively running. 

“We are trying to find unique solutions to 
try to help people to find transportation reli-
ability. I have personally known people walk-
ing two-and-a-half hours just to get to work 
for minimum wage. I know of people living 
in their vehicles to keep a job! I am passion-
ate about what we do, and I’m glad we have 
these solutions to offer.”

Commuter Connect helps employees 
needing transportation

CIRTA Director Jennifer Gebhard displays one of the Commuter Connect vans. (Photo by Anna Skinner)

FEATURE

ICONic brief
Virtual School – More than 600 stu-
dents recently graduated from Indiana 
Connections Academy, a tuition-free 
full-time public virtual school as part 
of the Class of 2022 - including: Cath-
erine Grubb, Alyssa Jones, Tyler Mitchell, 
Kooper Overton, Connor Smith and Caiz-
ia Strong from Greenwood. Indiana Con-
nections Academy provides students 
with the continuous support of highly-

skilled teachers and a curriculum that 
focuses on both academics and helping 
to build fundamental life skills. This com-
bination fosters an environment for stu-
dents to gain the confidence they need 
to thrive in today’s modern world. With 
the ability to work anywhere in Indiana 
as long as there is an internet connec-
tion, students hail from small and large 
cities in Indiana.

Local students graduate from Indiana Connections Academy
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Nestled in a tree-lined neighborhood on a 
60+ acre campus, Greenwood Village South 
has embraced the rich history and culture 
of its Southside location since the Life Plan 
Community first opened in 1962.

For more than 60 years, aging adults have 
chosen to call Greenwood Village South 
home. Today it remains a vibrant residential 
choice for independent living, assisted 
living, memory care, long-term care and 
rehabilitative services in Greenwood, 
Indiana, just 15 miles south of Indianapolis. 

It all started with a vision, mission and 
values. The original building sketch captured 
the vision—to establish the senior living 
community of choice for Southside senior 
residents. The mission was equally clear: to 
create an ongoing opportunity for seniors to 
experience an engaging and enriching lifestyle. 
Focusing on values of excellence, relationships, 
stewardship, teamwork and innovation, 
Greenwood Village South grew to become 
a full-service continuing care retirement 

community, 
otherwise 
known as 
a Life Plan 
Community, 
with 545 
residences.

Today, 
Greenwood 
Village 
South 
proudly 
reflects on 
its rich 60-
year history 

of success, while simultaneously taking steps 
towards a significant repositioning that will 
propel the community towards another six 
decades of setting the bar for senior living. 
The community is currently in the design 
process of a multi-phase development that 
will bring a new option of independent 
living homes, brand new assisted living 
and memory care apartments, a new social 
center and a state-of-the-art wellness center 
to an already growing community that is 
leading the path for seniors.

For more information about Greenwood 
Village South 60th Anniversary events and 
plans for the future, interested seniors and 
their families may call (317) 865-4604 or 
visit GreenwoodVillageSouth.com.

SIX DECADES AND COUNTING
Greenwood Village South—The Preferred Choice of 
Southside Seniors Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Original building sketch for  
Greenwood Village South.

Greenwood Village South as it stands today.
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Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care | Rehabilitative Care | Long-Term Care 
295 Village Lane  |  Greenwood, IN  46143  |  (317) 881-2591  |  GreenwoodVillageSouth.com

“Greenwood Village South is unquestionably the very best senior living community!
Now that I have three years under my belt, working with undoubtedly the best team in the industry, serving the most 
full-of-life group of residents imaginable, I now know that Greenwood Village South has set the bar far above the rest.”

—Jordan Morrow, Executive Director Since 2019

EMPLOYEES AND  
RESIDENTS SPEAK  
OUT ON OUR 6OTH  
ANNIVERSARY

“From day one, the staff made us feel welcome. We focus on going to the movies and spending time with 
our grandchildren --instead of worrying about yardwork and home maintenance. It really is one of the best 
decisions we have ever made.”

—Bob and Glenda Russell, GVS Residents
 
“I have worked here just over 15 years—only a quarter of the time this community has been around! It is 
exciting to hear there are more changes to come and no doubt Greenwood Village South will be going strong 
for the next 60 years.”

—Diana Butcher, Employee Since 2007

 “Greenwood Village is an amazing place to live. The staff is so caring and dedicated to us, and I’d be remiss 
if I didn’t mention the vast variety of activities at our disposal. I invite anyone to come see what a wonderful 
community Greenwood Village South is. You won’t be disappointed.”

—Jeanne Schott, GVS Resident 

 “

 “

 “

 “
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Schedule Your Own Personal Experience Today! Call (317) 865-4604.



By Nancy Hammerstrom and Nicole Davis

“History is who we are and  
why we are the way we are.”

- David McCullough,  
American historian

In the 200 years since Indianapo-
lis was founded as the state capital 
(1821), its Southside areas have ex-
perienced incredible growth, pros-
perity, hardships and, in some cases, 
continue to overcome adversity. 

Our history is fascinating. This 
special edition of The Southside 
Times is focused on sharing interest-
ing historical information from each 
of our communities. We at The South-
side Times hope that sharing stories 
of our communities’ past can bring 
some enjoyment, spark an interest in 
our local history or involvement in our 
neighborhoods’ efforts today. 

Want to share a story for our next 
Southside History special section? 
Email them to news@ss-times.com. 

Beech Grove
Before Beech Grove prospered 

as a railroad town after the 20th 
century, the area was mostly farm 
ground – with plenty of beech trees. 
In 1864, a wealthy banker named M.F. 
Churchman bought a large tract of 
land, known at the time as the “Sny-
der Farm.” He partnered with George 
Jackson, a man from Delaware who 
brought the first Jersey cattle to the 
U.S. They built a successful enter-
prise with Jersey cattle, known as 
“Beech Grove Farm.”

As well, early local settler, wom-
en’s rights advocate and famed poet 
Sarah T. Bolton purchased ground 
on South Seventeenth Avenue, called 
“Beech Bank” farm in 1871. A name-
sake city park, with several large 
beech trees, is now located on her 
former property.

The earliest church in Beech Grove 

is believed to be the Wesley Chapel, 
built in 1837 located two blocks east 
of First Avenue.

Around 1868, a one-room school-
house located one mile east of 
First Avenue served generations of 
children within a mile radius of the 
school. “Poplar Grove,” also called 
“District 9” also served as a social 
center for the community.

In 1906, the Beech Grove Im-
provement Company organized and 
purchased about 2,600 acres of land, 
and the area became an incorporated 
town that year. J.C. Johnson was the 
first law enforcement officer and ap-
pointed as town marshal. That same 
year, the first fire station, housing 
horse-drawn fire equipment and two 
horses, “Nip” and “Tuck” was built at 
8th Avenue and Main Street. A man 
named Billy Trusdale served as the 
only firefighter.

The first school in the newly des-
ignated town opened in 1907 on 
the second floor of William Wheat’s 
Store at 423 Main Street, now Beech 
Grove Furniture and Appliances and 
the oldest building in Beech Grove.

“Beech Grove became a city partly 
because the railroad wanted to build 
shops here,” said Richard Templin, 
president of the Beech Grove Histori-
cal Society.

The Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago 
and St. Louis Railroad, also known as 
the “Big Four” at the time, construct-
ed a new railroad repair facility, the 
Big Four Railroad Shops. “The great-
est locomotive hospital in the world” 
covered more than 100 acres with 
700,000 square feet under the roofs 
of the buildings.

The shops were responsible for 
“basically the growth of the city,” Tem-
plin said. After construction, “people 
started moving in to get work.”

“My whole family worked there – 
my great-grandpa was an engineer 
in the powerhouse. The railroad was 
self-sufficient until 1952. They didn’t 

Commemorating the rich history of our Southside communities

President Truman was touring the United States in 1948 by train giving his campaign speeches from the 
rear platform of the train. The Presidential Train was sheduled to make a whistle stop in Noblesville , Ind. The 
President's Navy physical therapist Donald Bauermeister was home on leave and staying at his parents' home 
just outside Beech Grove. Mr. Bauermister was sheduled to have his Masonic Membership Ceremony at the 
Beech Grove Masoni Lodge 694 on Oct. 14, 1948, the same day President Truman was stopping at Noblesville. 
Mr. Bauermeister heard about the president's stop and he and his father went to Noblesville to see the president  
and invite him to the Membership  Ceremony. President Truman being a Mason himself accepted the invitation 
and arrived at the Beech Grove Lodge that evening . President Truman presented Mr. Donald Bauermeiter with 
his Masonic Ring. Mr. Bauermeiter is on the far left front row in the group photo.  (Submitted photos)

Main Street and Emerson Avenue, 1918.  (Submitted photo)

(Left) The first Beech Grove Telephone Exchange on 222 S. 4th St. with their first Operator, Ruth McGregor 
McDonough.  |  (Right) 616 Main Street, Beech Grove, 1947.
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use power and light. They had their 
own wells for water. Everything was 
steam heat. In 1952 they shut a lot 
of generators down and found out it 
was cheaper to buy power from In-
dianapolis verses the maintenance in 
the amount of time and care it takes 
to keep up the generators,” he said.

“When I was young you can look 
at the phone books – 75 percent of 
people (listed) worked at the rail-
road,” Templin continued. During 
World War II, “I’ve heard 5,000 people 
worked there. The railroad was haul-
ing everything in the war.”

Templin remembers the years af-
ter the war when, like many towns in 

those days, there were “three or four 
meat markets within a few blocks,” 
a movie theater, “a lot of taverns, a 
number of barber shops” and locally 
owned drugstores with soda foun-
tains. He used to work in the Beech 
Grove Parks Department in high 
school. “My father had a baseball 
diamond named after him,” he said. 
“He coached a Beech Grove Ameri-
can Legion team for 35 years. He 
coached forever, that was his life, 
baseball. He played on the first foot-
ball team in 1939. He was on the city 
council. He thought Beech Grove was 
the only place to live.”

As have many areas of Johnson 
County, the Center Grove communi-
ty has grown tremendously in recent 
years. Houses and new businesses 
continue to be built. Yet, lifelong resi-
dent and local historian Jeff Beck said 
one thing has remained the same. 

“I honestly feel White River Town-
ship/Center Grove school commu-
nity has stayed with the same values 
of courtesy and respect that enhance 
everyday life,” Beck said. “People will 
drive down the street, wave, maybe 
stop and visit -  the way my grand-
parents would do things. Our commu-
nity, about every two years, we’ll get 
a neighborhood meet and greet. Mike 
and Marsha Duke have a meeting barn, 
and have a facility where they cook 
some hot dogs, socialize. It’s a chance 
for people new in the neighborhood 
to say ‘hi’ and ‘who are you?’. From 
that standpoint, I don’t think there’s a 
whole lot of change in the community. 
Center Grove Ambassadors, Center 
Grove Alumni & Friends, those groups 
are helping maintain the history while 
making the community a great place 
to work and play. We have the Rock the 
Block events, football events, soccer 
events, and there are a ton of people 
willing to take the time to come out 
and help these organizations. It goes 

back to rural values and neighbors 
helping neighbors.”

Plus, there’s still a strong sense 
of school spirit. An unincorporated 
town, Center Grove centers around 
its school system which was estab-
lished in 1884. The 1888 class con-
sisted of four graduates. When Beck 
graduated in 1967, there were 142. 
This year, Center Grove High School 
had 638 graduates. The school’s 
alumni association, Center Grove 
Alumni and Friends, was founded in 
1898, thought to be the oldest active 
alumni association in Indiana. Alumni 
and Friends will soon have a display 
case for its historical collections at 
the high school. 

Center Grove was mainly known as 
a farming community for decades. As 
farmland continues to sell, Beck states 
that eight homestead farms remain, 
receiving the homestead recognition 
for being in the same family for at least 
100 years. 

“There might be bigger houses and 
smaller houses but people in those 
homes are still working together,” Beck 
said. “We have a common goal for our 
community. Bargersville and Center 
Grove are working together to get na-
ture parks, walking trails, things resi-
dents are wanting. It’s getting better. “

Beech Grove's old swimming hole on Lick Creek.  (Submitted photo)

(Left) Pat Grimm looks over the lamps in William Selch Home Furnishings.  |  (Right) An Image from a 1960s 
Center Grove High School Yearbook, the caption reads: “For the best service, John Armes advises stopping 
to see Ruel West at the “66” station.  (Photos submitted by Jeff Beck)

Holy Name school opening, 1922.  (Submitted photo)

Did you know?
Center Grove High School mascot was not always called the Trojans? The 

school nickname was once the Swedes. A basketball coach by the name of 
Swede Chambers named the mascot after himself.  Coach Chambers com-
prised a record of 109 - 61 from 1932 - 38. Ray Pottschmidt and Lawrence 
Dorrell are credited with the name of Trojans. The student body voted to ac-
cept the proposed name of “Trojan” after some discussion in 1939.

Center Grove
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When Calvin Fletcher and Nicho-
las McCarty purchased a 264-acre 
farm in 1835, it is said their intentions 
were to “lay out this area Southeast 
of the city center as ‘town lots’ and to 
sell the small parcels for a handsome 
advance.” 

This land now includes areas 
such as Fountain Square, Fletcher 
Place and Norwood. Nearby Fletch-
er Place is where the 28th Infantry 
trained during the Civil War, the only 
black infantry. Survivors returned to 
Indianapolis, building their homes in 
what is now Norwood.

“There’s a reason (Fletcher is) 
highly regarded in the neighborhood,” 
said Jessica Barnett, interim presi-
dent of the Fountain Square Neigh-
borhood Association. “He was very 
philanthropic. but he came into the 
situation with, it seems like, the in-
tention of sharing it with others. That 
said a lot about his character and the 
type of person he was.”

Initial development was fueled 
by a large number of German and 
Irish immigrants who settled in the 
area. The Virginia Avenue corridor 
became the Southside’s commercial 
center after the Citizens Street Rail-
way Company constructed tracks at 
the Intersection of Virginia Avenue, 
Shelby and Prospect streets in 1864. 
The neighborhood began to be known 
as “The End” by local residents, at the 
end of the tracks. 

The arts have always played an 
integral part in Fountain Square’s 
history. In addition to being the 
Southside’s commercial district, 
Fountain Square had the most the-
aters in operation in all of Indianapo-
lis from 1910 to 1950.

Fountain Square thrived until the 
mid-1900s, when it began to expe-
rience economic decline. When the 
I-70 was constructed through its 
center in the 1970s, many residents 
left while remaining residents were 
divided.

“The interstate certainly took a toll 
on the Fountain Square area,” Bar-
nett said. “The 70s and 80s were not 
kind to the area. It kind of carved out 
the neighborhood in a way that de-

unified. It chopped up the neighbor-
hood in a way that created a divide. 
We see that divide today by the way 
that the neighborhood associations 
are. We have three separate neigh-
borhood associations that consider 
themselves Fountain Square neigh-
borhood associations. … (Currently) 
We’re finding a way we can commu-
nicate with each other and coordinate 
with some events and initiatives.”

In 1983, a group of merchants 
came together to focus on rebuild-
ing, compiled historical information 
and put Fountain Square on the Na-
tional Registry. 

SEND (Southeast Neighborhood 
Development), has also contributed 
greatly to Fountain Square’s returned 
growth, transforming vacant houses 
into affordable homes, renovating 
homes, commercial spaces and more. 
The area continues to grow again.

“I think one of the things I love 
about Fountain Square is it is such a 
diverse neighborhood,” Barnett said. 
“We have our newer residents who 
live in some of our rehabbed houses. 
I’m appreciative to some of our de-
velopers who come into the area try-
ing to keep the flavor in the neighbor-
hood. We have a lot of neighbors who 
have been here 60, 70 years or their 
parents grew up here. We have resi-
dents who have stayed here through 
it all and I think that’s a testament to 
a lot of things, but a testament to the 
diversity of the neighborhood. People 
want to stay here.”

Linda Riggs and Kathy Byrum receive service from one of the efficient cub girls at the Tee-Pee..  (Photos 
submitted by Jeff Beck)

Cathy Stewart receives excellent banking service from Bargersville State Bank.

Friendly service from the Community business is used by Joe Royston as he has a tire repaaired at Mt. 
Pleasant Service Center.

Fountain Square

Cover story continued on page 7.

Cover story continued from page 5.

1889 Fountain. (Photo courtesy of Indiana Album, 
Joan Hostetler Collection)



In 1816, Indiana was admit-
ted to the Union as the 19th state In 
America, and Southeastern Avenue 
was a woodland path used by Native 
Americans. Nine years later, a man 
named Reuben Adams arrived from 
Kentucky, cleared the land, built a 
cabin and moved his wife, Mary and 
their 11 children to the area. Rueben 
died not long after, and his widow 
Mary hired John Messinger to design 
the town on a portion of her farm-
land in 1834. The town was called 
New Bethel after the name of the 
nearby New Bethel Baptist Church. 
The town’s name was changed in the 
late 1800s after discovery of a town 
that sounded similar to New Bethel 
already in Indiana. “The name ‘Wa-
namaker’ was chosen to honor John 
Wanamaker, President Benjamin 
Harrison’s postmaster general and a 
successful and highly respected Phil-
adelphia businessman,” said Nancy 
VanArendonk, president of the Frank-
lin Township Historical Society.

Further southwest in the town-
ship, along what is now Southport 
Road, more settlers arrived in 1833 
and these also wanted to organize a 
Baptist church. In 1836, a local resi-
dent named Nehemiah Smith donat-
ed land for a church site. “Nehemiah 
Smith, was my great-great-great-
grandfather, and Abraham Henricks, 
Nehemiah’s son-in-law, was my 
great-great-grandfather,” said Nancy 
VanArendonk, president of Franklin 
Township Historical Society.

In 1854, the town of Farmersville 
was renamed Acton after an ear-
ly settler, General Acton. The name 
was changed after the postal service 
discovered there was another town 
named Farmersville, in Posey County. 
Acton was best known for its name-
sake 40-acre campground, where up 
to 40,000 people at a time met for reli-
gious meetings and recreation. In the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, a 
popular U.S. movement in adult edu-
cation called Chautauqua was found-
ed as a training program for Sunday 

school teachers and church workers. 
Chautauqua assemblies gradually 
broadened to include recreation and 
entertainment, with speakers, teach-
ers, musicians, entertainers, preach-
ers and specialists.

Unfortunately, in 1905, a fire de-
stroyed much of the camp, after 
sparks from a locomotive on a nearby 
railway ignited dry leaves and spread 
through the camp, burning cottages 
and a pavilion and destroying many 
trees in a very short time. Today, 
about half of the original property is a 
city-county park.

In 1871, the Big Run Baptist 
Church was built on Franklin Road 
and served the congregation for more 
than 100 years before the last re-
maining church members gave the 
building to a new organization, the 
Franklin Township Historical Society, 
in the 1970s. In the early 2000s the 
building, called the Meeting House, 
was placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

In the early 20th century Indiana 
had one of the most extended pas-
senger rail systems and the largest 
interurban station in the world (the 
now-demolished Indianapolis Trac-
tion Terminal in downtown Indianapo-
lis). The interurban was an electric 
light-rail passenger system that con-
nected cities and towns across the 
state, and came to Franklin Township 
in 1902. "One of the benefits of hav-
ing the interurban reach your rural 
town was that it brought electricity to 
the towns along its route,” VanAren-
donk said. “Residents and businesses 
could purchase electricity from the 
interurban company.”

There are currently only a hand-
ful of sites where interurban rails or 
the original traction poles can be seen. 
“Original interurban tracks from a por-
tion that had run through Franklin 
Township were installed in a display 
last year in front of our historical soci-
ety's building at 6510 S. Franklin Road, 
along with a plaque giving the history 
about them,” said VanArendonk.

The Franklin Township Historical Society’s Meeting House was built in 1871. 

(Left) Early view of what is now Southeastern Avenue in Wanamaker.  |  (Right) A barn on Southeastern 
Avenue during threshing time.

(Left) The 40-acre Acton Campground existed from 1859 to 1905 and drew tens of thousands of people at 
a time.  |  (Right) Children listen intently while Cowboy Bob speaks at Franklin Township Library in 1987.  
(Submitted photos)

Cover story continued on page 8.

The Franklin Township Histori-
cal Society’s next Open Hours are 
July 2 from 2 to 4 p.m. Then on July 
17th the Society will partner with the 
Beech Grove Historical Society for 
a presentation about the life of ac-
tor Steve McQueen, who was born in 

Beech Grove. The event, to be held at 
the Meeting House at 6510 S. Franklin 
Road, is free and open to the public. 
For more information, go to fths.org 
or email FranklinTownshipHistory@
gmail.com.
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Today, the oldest park in Indiana, 
Garfield Park, boasts 128 acres of 
community recreation and entertain-
ment, including a playground, picnic 
shelter, pool facilities, tennis courts, 
baseball diamond, an outside basket-
ball court, pagoda, sunken gardens, 
conservatory, arts center and more.

About 200 years ago, the ground 
was purchased by a pair of broth-
ers, Henry and James Bradley, who 
named the area Bradley Woods. In 
1836, Indiana’s first railroad ran 
through the western edge of the 
brothers’ land, setting the area up 
for future development. The brothers 
eventually sold the land, and in 1876, 
the area became Indianapolis’ first 
public park. The park was named 
Southern Park but was renamed Gar-
field Park after President James A. 
Garfield was assassinated in 1881.

By the early 1900s, hundreds of 
trees were planted, along with a va-
riety of native and exotic plants. A 
lagoon was popular with visitors for 
boating and ice-skating and bike 
paths, sidewalks, greenhouses, play-
grounds, ballfields and tennis courts 
were added.

“Historically, the first formalistic 
park planning was initiated through 
George Edward Kessler’s (a consul-
tant hired by the city) vision for the 
Indianapolis Park system,” said Lyn-
da Burrello, president of the board 
for Friends of Garfield Park. “Kessler, 
a nationally recognized landscape 
architect, focused on access to 
greenspace supported by enhanced 
roadways.”

In 1916, Kessler created the origi-
nal Conservatory, designed with tra-
ditional curving roof lines, as well 
as the Sunken Gardens. The current 
garden’s seasonal fountains, formal 
flower displays, concrete urns and 
bowls are historically maintained as 
Kessler would have designed them.

A “colonial architecture” shelter/
community house was designed by 
architect Frank B. Hunter in 1921 
(approval was given for a reinforced 

concrete tunnel leading into the 
lower level the following year), and 
an amphitheater, also referred to as a 
“bandshell” opened in 1922, present-
ing open-air concerts and a new play 
each week. In 1936, the Indianapolis 
Symphony gave its first performance 
in the amphitheater.

No major projects were pursued 
during the Depression and World 
War II, however, in 1944, after a suc-
cessful trial performance run of the 
“Pirates of Penzance” in the amphi-
theater, plans were announced that a 
new amphitheater was in the works. 
The project was as a morale booster 
as a “pre-postwar project” before 
the war ended, and a summer opera 
season was scheduled for 1946. The 
new amphitheater’s improvements 
included easy user and mass trans-
portation access, additional parking 
and available utilities.

In 1997, additional renovations 
were made to the amphitheater, and 
it was renamed the MacAllister Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. “George 
Seybert and P. E. MacAllister, local 
businessmen interested in the wel-
fare of the Park, were avid patrons 
providing support through financial 
resources and personal involve-
ment,” said Burrello.

Additional renovations that year 
included the introduction of a per-
manent rainforest theme in Garfield 
Park Conservatory and Sunken Gar-
dens, which also houses a variety 
of plant species such as palms, or-
chids, ferns, cacao, vanilla, bananas 
and coffee.

“The Garfield Park Conservatory 
and Sunken Gardens renovation proj-
ect received widespread recognition 
and awards in 1999,” Burrello said. 
“Lucille Wahl, who grew up and lived 
most of her life adjacent to the park, 
volunteered for just about anything 
that needed to be done. As a child 
she observed the area overlooking 
the Sunken Gardens. Later she was 
instrumental in raising funds for the 
renovation of the Sunken Gardens.”

Amatuer talent contest with the Indianapolis mayor, 1957.  (Submitted photos)

(Left) Garfield Park Conservatory by greenhouses, 1910-1919.  |  Garfiled Park Ampitheater construction, 
1960s. (Submitted photos)

Garfield Park and Sunken Gardens aerial view, 1910-1919

Cover story continued on page 9.

In 1998 the shelter/community 
house was replaced by a new fam-
ily center that offers a basketball 
court, meeting rooms, pool facilities, 
tennis courts, shelters, the Pagoda, 
playground, outside basketball and 
ball diamonds. The Burrello Family 
Center and Aquatic Center is named 
in honor of Burrello, who was also 
a longtime park manager and Indy 

Parks employee.
“It was a once-in-a-lifetime 

dream to see my name on the family 
center,” she said. “I was fortunate to 
be recognized for doing something 
that I loved, working with the com-
munity to bring recreational opportu-
nities to the neighborhood and larger 
area around Garfield Park.”

Garfield Park

Cover story continued from page 7.

Friends of Garfield Park
The Friends of Garfield Park, Inc., a not-for-profit organization whose mis-

sion is to provide enhanced funding and stewardship to benefit the park, are 
raising funds to undertake another restoration and renovation of the iconic 
fountains in the Sunken Gardens. The estimated need is $1.7 million. This 
project demonstrates the ongoing challenges that face the park. For more in-
formation, go to garfieldparkindy.org



July 2, 2022 • mycgicon.com 9Center Grove ICON Cover Story

Before it was Greenwood, it was 
“Smocktown.” Brothers John B Smock 
and Isaac Smock migrated to the area 
in 1823, purchasing 160 acres each. 

Development followed, as the fed-
eral government built Madison Road in 
1824 - marked today by a sign on what 
is now Madison Avenue. The area’s 
name changed to Greenwood in 1833, 
organized into a town in 1864 and fi-
nally a city in 1959.

The first railroad to run in Indianap-
olis came through Greenwood in 1847. 
The railroad, in addition to the opera-
tions of James T. Polk Canning Factory 
and Madison Road, contributed greatly 
to the area’s growth. In early 1891, 
James T. Polk, Grafton Johnson and 
other citizens of Greenwood supported 
construction of an electric railway to 
connect Greenwood and Indianapolis, 
completed in 1899. The "interurban" 
had approximately 100 cars in and out 
of Indianapolis daily in 1902, and grew 
to over 400 cars by 1910. 

“The interurban stopped running 
in the 1940s, everyone starts driving 
cars and the downtown started going 
down,” said Brad Nemeth, Restore Old 

Town Greenwood. “There was a slow 
decline for nearly 50 years. I lived in 
Greenwood my whole life. I remember 
going to different places in the down-
town area, different parks, but it was 
dying.”

In the early 2000s, areas around 
Greenwood were flourishing, with the 
exception of its downtown. The incum-
bent mayor had plans to tear down ap-
proximately one third of the downtown 
streets to widen the road. A group of 
citizens not wanting to lose the history 
of their beloved city formed Restore 
Old Town Greenwood. They partnered 
with mayoral candidate, and victor, 
Mark Myers, to develop a plan to return 
vibrancy to the downtown area.

“Our commercial district is small,” 
said Brad Nemeth of Restore Old Town 
Greenwood. “We already lost one quar-
ter of one block, where there’s a giant 
parking lot now, in 1975. Especially 
nowadays, people love going to down-
towns that have that architecture. They 
love the old feel of it.”

Downtown Greenwood earned the 
designation of an Indiana Main Street 
in 2012. Through that, a $400,000 

An old post card of what was later called the Jeffersonville, Madison & Indianapolis Railroad Depot in 
Greenwood. Date uncertain. At the time, there was a spur line off the main track that branched-off for the 
depot and grain elevator (believed to be the tall structure in the background).

The Greenwood Presbyterian Church that was constructed during Rev. Cleland's time in Greenwood. Built 
in 1853, the new church location replaced the old church that was much further north of the village. This 
church building remained until the current church, at the corner of Main Street and Brewer Street, was 
constructed at the same location in 1898. Restore Old Town Greenwood has shared a longer story about 
this building on its social media at facebook.com/RestoreGreenwood.  (Photos courtesy of Restore Old Town 
Greenwood)

Madison & Indianapolis Railroad as seen in October 2020 from Washington St. looking across the tracks 
to where the Greenwood Sanitorium would be built some 50 years after the first railroad came through 
Greenwood.Cover story continued on page 10.

grant was awarded to help improve 
the facades of businesses. Of the 33 
businesses whose facades that could 
have been renovated, 22 completed 
the renovations. In 2017, the groups 
worked together to get the residential 
neighborhood listed on the National 
Historic Register. Restore Old Town 
Greenwood has hosted events such 
as Small Business Saturdays, annual 
meet and greets, promote businesses 
on social media and more.  A number 
of new businesses have opened down-
town since the revitalization effort 

began, such as Reverie, which sits in a 
building built in 1860.

“It took the fact that the mayor 
wanted to destroy part of the down-
town for people to start saying 'we 
do have a history here, we do want to 
preserve that,’” Nemeth said. “That 
was good, let’s make it great again. 
The change is going back the other 
direction. We do see people in the 
downtown area again, walking, shop-
ping, redoing their houses. I think 
we’re heading toward pretty good 
change now.”

Greenwood

Cover story continued from page 8.
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Not long after the founding of In-
dianapolis as Indiana’s capital, Perry 
Township’s boundaries were defined 
and named after naval hero, Com-
modore Oliver Hazard Perry. Jacob 
Smock was one of the first to settle in 
the area, farming land which is now 
Southport. Southport became the first 
Marion County community to be in-
corporated in 1853. In 1969, Southport 
elected to become an excluded city 
within Marion County. 

“The Madison” (Madison Avenue) 
and Indianapolis Railroad traveling 
through Perry Township contributed 
to its growth, bringing people to the 
Southside through the decades. The 
Interurban Electric Rail System ran 
through the area beginning in 1900, 
stopping at stations along Madison 
Avenue, the main thoroughfare. Evi-
dence of these stations still exist, on 
roads such as Stop 11, 12 or 18.  

By the 1950s, more people were 
driving cars, sparking additional 
growth: expanded roads, more home 
construction, additional shopping 
centers and more. 

As the state of Indiana was con-
structing Interstate-465, simultane-
ously siblings Frank and George Bixler 
were constructing Southern Plaza, the 
first shopping center on the Southside. 

The I-465 project began in 1959, with 
the first section opening in 1961 and 
the final section in 1970. Southern Pla-
za celebrated its grand opening in April 
of 1961, quickly becoming a commer-
cial hub. Greenwood Park Mall opened 
in the late 60s as an open air mall, of-
fering competition to Southern Plaza. 

“Before that, in the town of Green-
wood, Southport there were a few small 
businesses,” said Berry Browning, pres-
ident of the Perry Township/Southport 
Historical Society. “But up until South-
ern Plaza came in, there wasn’t much 
place to shop around the Southside, 
until you got around Hanna and north, 
up on what they called the Miracle Mile 
- Madison Avenue. … Once Greenwood 
mall was built, (businesses) started 
creeping up from the south.”

For years, Madison Avenue was 
the main thoroughfare through town. 
The original routing of US-31 on the 
Southside, Madison Avenue became 
IN-431 in 1948 with the building of the 
US-31 bypass which headed south 
on East Street. Greenwood had build-
ings built right up to the sidewalk and 
there was no way to expand the road 
there, so the state bypassed it. This 
transitioned U.S. 31 as the main route 
through the Southside. 

Perry Township’s population nearly 

Paul 
Heath 
(left), 
owner of 
Heaths 
Market 
talks 
with Don 
Kautsky, 
owner of 
Kautsky's 
Market.

Kautsky's Grocery Store at the SW corner of Madison Ave. and Epler Ave., around 1925.  Kautsky moved 
across the road and built a new store in the late 1940's, which closed in 1970.  In later years the building 
housed HHGregg appliance store, then Cycle Outfitters and now an Asian grocery store. Pictured from 
left, clerks, Bruce Robinson, Price Robinson, Harmon Lee; Frank Kautsky; Ernest Harsin; Charlie Benner; 
Herb Zufall; and Ish Young, bookkeeper.  (Photos courtesy of the Perry Township/Southport Historical Society)

Southern Circle Drive-In was a popular eatery at “Highway 31 and Hanna Avenue.”

tripled from 1950 to 1970, from 25,000 
to 74,000 residents.  Today, it is home 
to more than 115, 000 residents, ac-
cording to U.S. Census data.

Perry Township has not only grown 
in it’s population, but diversity as well. 
Approximately 73 languages are spo-
ken by Perry Township Schools stu-
dents. Indianapolis is home to approxi-
mately 24,000 refugees from Myanmar 
(Burma), according to data from 2020. 

The majority of those refugees call the 
Southside their home. People from the 
Chin State in western Burma began 
settling in Indianapolis in the early 
1990s, continuing to grow as conflict 
in the county persists. Organizations, 
such as the Chin Community of Indi-
ana which will celebrate its 20th anni-
versary this year, began to form to help 
these refugees and immigrants inte-
grate into their new environment.

Perry Township

Cover story continued from page 9.
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By Cardon & Associates
It’s a simple story, really. Fam-

ily caring for family. That’s been 
the backbone of CarDon & Associ-
ates from the very beginning. Carroll 
and Donna Moore opened the first 
CarDon community in Greenwood 
in 1977. Their mission? To create 
better communities for seniors. And 
that’s exactly what they did.

With tremendous work ethic, the 
second generation started work-
ing at the Greenwood community 
– getting to know the residents, 
listening to their stories and learn-
ing about their families. Making real 
connections.

Today, the family continues their 
legacy with more than 20 communi-
ties owned, operated or managed in 
Indiana and more than 45 years of 
senior living experience. CarDon & 
Associates provides residents – our 
family – with the best senior living 

options and personalized care.
CarDon is proud to honor Car-

roll and Donna Moore’s legacy and 
commitment to serve seniors. With 
more than four decades of experi-
ence, CarDon & Associates excels 
in community development and 
management with an unmatched 
“family-first” approach to creating 
the perfect place for seniors to live, 
laugh and love.

By Greenwood Christian Academy
Greenwood Christian Academy 

is a state-accredited Preschool 
- Grade 12 school locat-
ed in Greenwood, Indi-
ana. Now in its 24th year, 
GCA educates more than 
700 students from 75 
churches and 18 school 
districts on two campuses 
(835 W. Worthsville Road and 
1495 W. Main Street). GCA's 
highly qualified faculty is commit-
ted to encouraging and mentoring 
student growth. A Christ-centered 

curriculum guides every phase of 
education and prepares students 

for a successful transition beyond 
graduation. GCA's mission 
is to inspire young men and 
women to pursue the will 
of Jesus Christ, reach their 
highest potential as stu-
dents, servants, learners, 

and leaders in their homes, 
churches, and communities, 

and live out our core values of 
Respect, Integrity, Compassion, and 
Excellence. Visit www.gcak12.org 
for more information.

CarDon creates a ‘family-first’ approach  
for seniors to live, laugh and love

GCA Offers a Christ-Centered Academic Experience 
for Preschool Through High School Students

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING 
ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY SUPPORT • REHABILITATION 
LONG TERM CARE • MEMORY SUPPORT • DIALYSIS

ALTENHEIM 
ASPEN TRACE 
GREENWOOD HEALTH & LIVING 
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS HEALTH & LIVING  

www.CarDon.us

better together.
simply
We are proud to be part  
of the SOUTHSIDE and 

GREENWOOD  
COMMUNITIES 

for over 45 years!
CarDon & Associates has more than four decades 
of senior living experience.  (Submitted photo)

1998 2000
GCA expands to include

Elementary students
and uses space at both
Community Church of

Greenwood and 
 Vineyard Church.

2001
GCA holds its first

commencement
ceremony for six

graduating seniors.

2007
The K-12 GCA

student body reunites
at a new building on
Worthsville Road and
adds Pre-K classes.

2021
GCA expands its reach

by adding preschool
classes and moving

9th-12th grade
students into the

former Gathering Place.

2022
In the 2022-23 school
year, a qualified and

caring staff will
educate more than

700 students on two
campuses!

Visit our website www.gcak12.org

OUR MISSION: To pursue academic, spiritual, and extra-curricular
excellence in a Christ-centered community.
OUR CORE VALUES: Respect, Integrity, Compassion, Excellence.

GREENWOOD CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
The history of

EQUIP. ENGAGE. EXCEL.

GCA is founded to
provide a new local
option for Christian
education. With 43

students in 7th-10th
grades, the school uses

space at Greenwood
Christian Church.

The GCA campus on Worthsville Road houses Preschool-8th grade students, while GCA High School is 
located on Main Street. (Submitted photo)
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By Rose Myers 
Pilsung ATA Martial Arts be-

gan as a humble after-school 
program at Greenwood’s Merid-
ian Academy in November 2002. 
Owner Rose Myers was a Green-
wood resident working as an 
environmental engineer for the 
Indiana Department of Environ-
mental Management and training 
as a then 2nd degree black belt 
with Martin’s Taekwondo in In-
dianapolis. A natural progression 
for ATA black belts and instruc-
tors is to create a new program of 
their own to continue the legacy 
of the ATA and Songahm instruc-
tion. Wanting to make a difference 
in the lives of her community, 
Myers branched out into her own 
program.

The program was almost im-
mediately challenged as the infer-
tile instructor became pregnant, 
as well as her location closing 
their business. Her program end-
ed with the school year at Merid-
ian Academy, paused for the sum-
mer, and resumed four months 
later at the Greenwood Commu-
nity Center where it grew to mul-
tiple nights a week. Eventually the 
instructor and students needed 
a space of their own, which they 
found first on Loews Boulevard 
in 2006 and again in the Wilgro 
Shopping Center in 2010. The 
school’s growth soon required ex-
tra instructors as well, so Myers’ 
husband, Brian, resigned his en-
gineering job to join the staff and 
create a family business.

The desire to create a martial 
arts program and grow into a full-
time school was never part of My-
ers’ vision. As a senior in college, 
she learned of another student 
being attacked just outside her 
campus home. She sought out a 
fellow co-worker at the air force 
base she was working at to learn 

how to defend herself against any 
potential attacks. After graduat-
ing she relocated to Greenwood 
and began practicing taekwondo 
at an ATA school in Seymour. As 
her practice grew, she began to 
see the importance of taekwondo 
but had a career she enjoyed. It 
wasn’t until infertility and eventu-
ally childbirth provided a course 
correction to taekwondo instruc-
tion. Beyond that, it still took a 
few years to open a full-blown 
school and pursue taekwondo as 
a new career.

Songahm Taekwondo is a 
beautiful and powerful art that 
bestows its practitioners with 
improved coordination, balance, 
strength, speed, agility and even 
grace. These physical attributes 
are fantastic to keep a person ac-
tive, healthy and physically fit. 
The science of taekwondo also 
allows the Myers – both degreed 
engineers – to share their love of 
physics through taekwondo fun-
damentals with students of all 
ages. Despite all these wonderful 
physical attributes, they are not 
the star attraction that keeps the 
Myers operating their school for 
the past 20 years.

Pilsung’s program is frequent-
ly misunderstood. Yes, they teach 
martial arts, but it is also a fun 
delivery system for the life skills 
that are the beating heart of the 
system. Students in the main-
stream program learn to work 
together as partners, encouraging 
through difficulties and celebrat-
ing victories. Each cycle focuses 
on attributes of a life skill – belief, 
respect, discipline, communica-
tion, honesty, self-esteem. These 
life skills are broken down further 
into various challenges students 
can take. At the end of each cycle 
students are required to prove 
they grew these life skills at home 

Pilsung ATA Martial Arts serves Greenwood community for 20 years 

Rosemarie Myers is the Owner and Master Instructor at Pilsung Martial Arts in Greenwood. 
Rose has been actively training in the martial arts since 1996. She began her training as a self-
defense measure while attending college for her degree in Environmental Engineering. After 
graduating and beginning work as an Environmental Engineer she continued her martial arts 
training by joining the American Taekwondo Association (ATA) and an ATA School in southern 
Indiana.  (Photos courtesy of Pilsung ATA Martial Arts)

Brian Myers is the Co-Owner and Senior Instructor at Pilsung Martial Arts in Greenwood. Brian 
has been actively training in the martial arts since 1997. Built on a life-long interest in the 
martial arts, he began his training after graduating from college with his degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and time in the Army ROTC program.
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DON’T JUST SIT ON THE COUCH THIS SUMMER! 
JOIN US ON THE MATS... AND GET IN THE GAME! 

1729 US 31 South, Suite A, 
Greenwood 

PILSUNGATA.COM 317-881-2762

1729 US 31 South, Suite A, Greenwood
PILSUNGATA.COM • 317-881-2762

and school as testified by teachers and 
parents. Pilsung’s Leadership program takes a 
deeper dive into these concepts teaching stu-
dents neurolinguistics, maintaining a positive 
climate, empowerment of not only themselves 
but others, and keys to becoming a successful 
person and leader.

This programming is the life blood and at 
the heart of what the Myers teach. It is what 
keeps them working 12-hour days to run their 
small business. And knowing how beneficial 

their program is keeps their prices in a rea-
sonable range for most to afford. So what’s 
the payoff? Few words can express the joy of 
mature students returning to the program from 
when they were younger, or the family atmo-
sphere the school fosters. What keeps them 
humble is when successful students return to 
visit and attribute their bright future to every-
thing they learned from the instructors and 
training at Pilsung ATA.

Today Master Rose Myers is a 6th degree 

black belt, master instructor and chief of in-
struction at the school. Her husband, Brian will 
be testing for his 5th degree black belt, is a cer-
tified instructor, and the business manager for 
the school. Their only child achieved her 1st de-
gree black belt and is focused on achieving a 
college degree to help others. The Pilsung staff 
includes three more instructors and Pilsung 
students over the last 20 years number in the 
thousands. Pilsung continuously strives to be a 
positive influence in their community.
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By Todd Travis
Margaret McGovern came to Greenwood 

when there were only around 30,000 to 40,000 
people. “It was still just known as a small 
town and things weren’t moving very quickly 
at that time,” she mentioned. She had always 
had an interest in politics and her husband, 
Phil, was captain in the JAG (Judge 
Advocate General) core before 
moving to Indiana. “When we got to 
Indiana, I started becoming inter-
ested in small-town government. 
I attended some council meetings 
and met Jeanette Surina, who had 
decided it was time for Greenwood 
to start moving forward,” McGovern 
remembered. Surina became the 
mayor and McGovern was elected 
for city council. “I remember her 
theme while running for mayor was 
to put Greenwood on the map. She 
was a great cheerleader for the 
town,” said McGovern.

One of the ways Surina helped 
Greenwood grow was by bring-
ing industries to the town. Alpine 
Industries was one of the first ma-
jor ones to come to the town and 
many others began to follow. Many 
jobs were supplied in Greenwood 
as a result of this. Unfortunately, 
Surina developed cancer during her term as 
mayor and she passed away. “The democrat-
ic precinct voted for me as her replacement, 
so I finished that term and was also elected 
for mayor the following term,” McGovern ex-
plained. Picking up from where Surina left off, 
McGovern had many projects that were going 
on which she began to oversee. One signifi-
cant project was an $8 million sewer proj-
ect that was designed to accommodate the 
growth that was expected to begin in Green-
wood. Unfortunately, this project became 
somewhat of a nightmare for McGovern.

The plans made for the sewer system end-
ed up failing and a large insurance claim was 
made to repair the damage. “The project was 
stopped, and the insurance company took 
over. We had to rebid the project for it to get 
underway, but my time during office turned 
into meeting after meeting with the insurance 
company. I had to learn more about sanitary 
sewers than I could ever remember,” McGov-
ern said. Eventually the project was complet-
ed, but it wasn’t until after McGovern’s term 

that she was informed the insurance company 
did pay the project off fully. “Right after I left 
office, the city attorney emailed me and said, ‘I 
thought you’d like to know the insurance com-
pany paid off the project,’ and that saved the 
city millions of dollars,” McGovern recounted.

While this project took a lot of time and 
energy, it was a necessary develop-
ment for the town to grow. McGov-
ern remembers seeing the positive 
outcome from this monumental 
job. “Thanks to Surina’s initiative, 
Greenwood was really able to get 
going and see population increase 
and all the other things that come 
with it – housing industry was 
booming and even though traffic 
became a problem, that was a part 
of growing,” McGovern described. 
“As the growth continued, the tax-
payer money increased and that al-
lowed for the roads to be improved 
and so it worked correctly,” she con-
tinued. 

McGovern is particularly proud 
of being a female mayor in a time 
where there weren’t many female 
mayors. She remembers how she 
would stick together with the other 
women that held office. “There were 
just a handful of us, but we would 

communicate with each other about what was 
going on. We had to fight to get to that posi-
tion and it helped for us to stick together,” 
she said. “Being a mayor was like being part 
of a really big family. Especially at that time 
because if people wanted to talk to me, they 
could come right into my office. Some people 
were really upset with the sewer project, and I 
didn’t blame them! But it was tough. Still, the 
goal is to try and help people solve their prob-
lems,” she continued. 

Looking at Greenwood today, McGovern 
is so proud to see where the city is and how 
beautiful it has become. “The way Green-
wood is functioning today really stems from 
what Jeanette started during her time in of-
fice. She just forged ahead and it’s really pay-
ing off now,” McGovern mentioned. “It’s also 
wonderful to see how the city has become so 
much more accepting of people from differ-
ent backgrounds and different color – a lot of 
that came from Alpine Electronics who hired 
people from all different backgrounds. I’m so 
proud of Greenwood for that!”

Building Greenwood the right way
Former mayor Margaret McGovern shares her  

experience with the early growth of Greenwood

McGovern

McGovern, 2022

By Jeff Beck, 1967 Center Grove High School graduate
Submitted for Center Grove Icon, 2016

Travel on State Road 135 or Meridian Street is greatly 
changing as we all know. But what did it used to look like?

County Line Road on the north end of White River 
Township was home to Easton’s Market. Fry Road and 
SR135, the Southeast corner, had a large home owned 
by the Skirvin family, which had large 1960’s-style land-
scape. Skirvin children graduated and were very active 
in Center Grove High School activities. The family resi-
dence was razed and is now home of a local bank at the 
busy intersection.

Travel continues south with Meridian Drive-In The-
atre and Browning’s Orchard once stood. Owned by 
the Browning family, both businesses were important 
to White River Township’s economy and social scene. 
Center Grove students ventured to the theatre on date 
night and families watched newly-released movies 
on the big screen. The theatre was on the Westside of 
SR135, Orchard on east side. The businesses located 
just south of Orchard Golf Center are currently operat-
ed by Francie Faires, daughter of Browning family and 
Center Grove graduate.

Remember Bargin Bob’s shoes? This free-standing 
building just north of Smith Valley Road on Eastside sold 
shoes only. Older residents will fondly remember Ruel 
West’s gas station on Southwest corner of Smith Valley 
and SR135. Ruel was fondly nicknamed No. 12. Adams 
corner was also a popular spot just east of Ruel’s sta-
tion, a long white building facing north where variety of 
items could be purchased. That business is gone, now 
home of Walgreens and FC Tucker Realtor.  The Adams 
and West children are Center Grove graduates.

Closer to Stones Crossing, remember Benshiemers, 
Garage, Harbert Plants, Seeds and Veggies, Stan’s 
Glass and Screen Repair. K and P Lodge was on cor-
ner of Stones Crossing and SR135 intersection, North-
west corner.

That intersection also was home of Jiffy Whip ice 
cream store and Rund’s market. The business owned by 
the Rund family for many years.

Whiteland Road and SR135 was home of Harter’s 
auto repair, grocery, hardware, early day big box store 
without apparel. Charles Harter still operates an auto 
repair business nearby.  A little farther south was Porter 
Place Barber Shop. Barber, Elmer Porter was so fast cut-
ting hair that in a couple minutes you were done and out 
of his chair. Elmer’s wife and son, Donald also worked 
at family business. Hart and Porter children graduated 
from Center Grove.

Bargersville is our last stop today: two gas/auto 
repair stations, Bakers and Wilbur’s.  Farm machinery 
business called Campbell and Morris, an international 
dealership if memory correct. Fletcher Musgrave’s Stan-
dard station was also at intersection Sr144/135. One 
must not forget Pate Furniture on Southwest corner.

Traveling through State Road 135 
and visit businesses from the past
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By the Greater Greenwood  
Community Band

Founded in 1993, the Greater 
Greenwood Community Band pro-
vides quality musical experiences for 
the local community and shares a 
rich history in central Indiana. 

Having seen a need for a com-
munity band in the Greenwood area, 
founding member Duane O’Neal ap-
proached the director of bands for 
Greenwood Community Schools, Jon 
Sutton, to help form the band and 
find the first director. Joseph Naum-
cheff was a former director and mu-
sic professor at Ball State Univer-
sity helping make him the perfect fit 
for this role. Ads and word of mouth 
helped gain interest and 27 charter 
members performed the first concert 
in summer of 1993. 

Through the years, the ensemble 
has seen many directors, each with 
a vision to reconfirm the presence of 

the community concert band in pres-
ent-day American music. The direc-
tors were Dr. Joseph Naumcheff, Ed 
Holeman, Raymond Hauser, Thomas 
Dirks and now Randy Greenwell. The 
band has had two associate directors 
over the years, Richard Moon and Ora 
Pemberton.

In 2017, the ensemble had the op-
portunity to travel to The Netherlands 
and perform alongside local musi-
cians. The group connected with like-
minded players while learning and 
appreciating culture. The band will 
continue their overseas adventures 
this summer as they visit and per-
form in Ireland. 

Nearly 30 years later and the 
group has grown from 27 players to 
90 who meet weekly to prepare for 
their full concert schedule. When 
asked about the future of the en-
semble, Director Randy Greenwell 
said, “The GCB is part of the fabric 

of the Greenwood community, and 
our future programming will focus 
on continuing to create artistic and 
entertaining experiences for all our 
audiences. We will strive to integrate 
the visual performing arts on occa-

sion and focus on themed concerts 
that entertain a wide variety of inter-
ests and age groups.” 

Visit the band’s website at green-
woodband.org/events to stay up to 
date on their upcoming concerts.

Local band going strong after nearly 30 years
Greater Greenwood Community Band continues to entertain a wide variety of interests and age groups

The band's 2003 performance members. (Photo courtesy of the Greater Greenwood Community Band)

UPCOMING CONCERTS
Friday, July 1, 2022 • 7pm - Surina Park Amphitheater in Greenwood

Wednesday, July 6, 2022 • 7pm - Garfield Park Amphitheater in Indianapolis
Sunday, August 7, 2022 • 7pm - Surina Park Amphitheater in Greenwood

Saturday, August 27, 2022 • 12 noon - 8pm 
Concert Band Festival, Surina Park Amphitheater in Greenwood

Sunday, September 18, 2022 • 6pm 
Surina Park Amphitheater in Greenwood 

Southside HistorySouthside History
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CO88900054

Carter’s My Plumber is a family-owned, family-
operated business with deep roots in the 
Indianapolis area. Since the 1960s, we’ve been using 
our princely powers to rescue homeowners’ castles 
from plumbing problems—great and small. It’s our 
mission to use our skills and experience to provide 
customers with fast, affordable and exceptional 
plumbing services that makes them feel like royalty. 

3 generations working together to service the 
Greater Indianapolis Area. Started by Bob 
Carter and passed down to his son Jamie, the 
family business’ future now lies in the hands 
of the grandson, Kelson. With over 100 years 
of experience between them - plumbing 
isn’t just their job, it’s their legacy.

Carter’s My PlumberCarter’s My Plumber
from Humble Beginnings onfrom Humble Beginnings on SR 135 SR 135!!

www.CartersMyPlumber.com
317-859-9999317-859-9999
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Carter’s My Plumber started in 1969 in Johnson County 
when Bob Carter, with the encouragement of his wife, 
Sue, decided to start his own business. He was hands on 
doing his own work, along with running his business. His 
son Jamie grew up in the plumbing business and learned 
the trade through natural progression. He joined his 
dad shortly after he graduated. Grandson, Kelson, also 
found a natural ability to work with his hands and grew 
up watching the family-operated plumbing business. 

Carter Plumbing took up recidency on State 
Road 135 in May of 1988. The company has 
maintained this location for the past 34 years. 

Bob has since retired, but often swings by the office for a 
friendly hello! Jamie and Kelson continue to work together 
and have grown the business over the past 13 years. It 
definitely takes a team effort to run a sound business, 
with Jamie’s wife and Kelson’s mom, Lisa, helping with 
business operations. Kelson’s wife, Ali, is actively involved 
in the business, along with Jamie’s sister, Angie! 

They have an awesome staff and team of skilled 
Plumbers! They are focused on delivering exceptional 
customer service. They have branded a new image and 
slogan for “Hot Water Today, Or it’s You we Pay!”

History of Carter PlumbingHistory of Carter Plumbing
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By Jessica Barnett 
President, Fountain Square  
Neighborhood Association

It is likely undisputed the most 
well-known structures in Fountain 
Square are the fountains from which 
the neighborhood derives its name. 
But did you ever wonder about the his-
tory of these famous fountains? Won-
der no more!

In the late 1800s, the area of Foun-
tain Square was known as “The End” 
as it was the end of the mule-drawn 
streetcar line that ran along Virginia 
Avenue, with a turnaround near the in-
tersection of Virginia with Shelby and 
Prospect streets.  In 1889, a fountain, 
called the “Subscription Fountain,” 
“Lady of the Fountain,” or “Lady Spray,” 
was constructed at the intersection 
and was the first public fountain in In-
dianapolis. The so-called “Lady Spray” 
was likely a depiction of Hebe, the 
Greek goddess of youth. Travelers and 
residents used it for drinking water 
as well as a site to water their horses. 
The fountain may have also prompt-
ed the paving of Virginia Avenue, as 
many called for the action to enhance 
the beauty of the fountain and take 
the place of the “mud hole around the 
fountain, which ma[de] the place both 
unsightly and unhealthful.”

The original fountain stood until 
1919, when a nearby shopkeeper used 
it as an anchor for a large banner run-
ning from the fountain to the shop. A 
large gust of wind came through the 
area, toppling the fountain, as it was 
less of an anchor than the shop. It is 
unclear what became of the original 
fountain, as it was removed shortly 
thereafter and lost to time. In 1922, In-
dianapolis Mayor Lew Shank decided 
that a bequest to build a fountain, as 
outlined in Congressman Ralph Hill’s 
will, would be used to construct a new 
fountain where the former one stood. 
Designed by Myra Reynolds Richards, 
the Ralph Hill Memorial Fountain, with 
the “Pioneer Family” statue in its cen-
ter, was dedicated on Sept. 9, 1924.

In 1954, the city of Indianapolis 
moved the fountain to nearby Garfield 
Park, citing traffic issues in the area. 
In 1957, the city announced a plan to 
use portions of Fountain Square to ac-

commodate a federal highway system, 
which resulted in the displacement of 
many families and businesses.  In re-
sponse, residents of Fountain Square 
and surrounding neighborhoods 
formed alliance organizations such 
as the Greater Southside Inc. and the 
United Southside Community Organi-
zation (USCO). In 1969, under pres-
sure from the USCO, the city relocated 
the fountain to its original location in a 
beautification effort for the area, which 
lost 24% of its population during the 
construction of I-70 and I-65.  

The fountain was renovated in 
1979.  In 2009, the Pioneer Family 
statue was relocated to the newly-
created Pioneer Plaza and a new cast 
iron fountain in the style of the original 
“Lady Spray” took their place in the 
intersection. The city of Indianapolis 
renovated the fountain and the Pioneer 
Family in 2019. It is currently main-
tained by Southeast Neighborhood 
Development (SEND), with contribu-
tions from other community organiza-
tions, which ensures the fountain will 
be a centerpiece of our community for 
many years to come! 

1942 Fountain.  (Photo courtesy of Indiana Album, 
Ray Hinz Collection)

One of Fountain Square’s famous fountains in 
today’s time, 2022.

History of a centerpiece
The story behind Fountain Square’s famous fountains

More than just a car dealership
Howard Hubler shares his memories from serving 

the Southside of Indianapolis over the years

By Todd Travis
Howard Hubler and his fam-

ily are well-known on the South-
side for the Hubler car dealerships. 
But if you listen to Howard’s story, 
you’ll see how he and his family 
have done so much more than just 
sell cars. Their community focus 
has led them to help shape and 
grow the Southside of Indianapolis 
over the last several decades. 

Hubler’s uncle came to India-
napolis in 1957 to open a dealer-
ship near Keystone Avenue and 
52nd Street. Hubler’s dad also 
moved to Indianapolis to work with 
his uncle. When Hubler gradu-
ated college, his dad asked him to 
train to run the dealerships him-
self, which he did. Around that time, 
Hubler remembered a particular 
event that helped put the Southside 
of Indianapolis on the map. “The 
one thing I remember is we had 
the Greenwood Park Mall, which 
was declining because it was an 
outdoor mall in an area of indoor 
malls. The Simon Incorporation de-
cided to build an indoor Greenwood 
mall, which is now the largest mall 
in the state – over a million square 
feet,” Hubler mentioned. 

 “With the infusion of this new 
mall, the Southside grew from a ru-
ral farm community to a 50/50 farm 
and executive community. Even-
tually, it came to an executive and 
middle-class neighborhood and the 
farms became less and less, which 
was kind of bittersweet,” he said. 

If you ask Hubler, he is most 
proud of the way his dealerships 
were able to partner with the lo-
cal community and contribute to 
the betterment of the area. One 
significant way he was able to do 
that was when he came to the aid 
of the YMCA after its building was 
hit by a tornado. “What it did was 
it took off several of the outside 
walls and destroyed the interior. 
So they needed a place to go. So 
we worked out some very modest 
financial situation and became the 
YMCA for about two years,” Hubler 

explained. “In the meantime, they 
asked my wife and I to do a cam-
paign to help them raise money for 
a new building. We had done fund-
raisers for Mike Pence, for some in-
ternational ministries and schools 
and a variety of other things so we 
agreed. We raised money by throw-
ing parties and meeting business-
men for lunches and praise God we 
were able to raise the $5 million 
they needed. If you go to the new 
YMCA today, you will see big win-
dows on the second floor overlook-
ing the street. That was a carryover 
from the windows that we had in 
the dealership while the YMCA used 
it because people liked to look out 
the windows and see the changing 
seasons,” Hubler concluded.

Today, Hubler has continued his 
legacy through his children. “I sold 
my position to my brothers, and 
then I wanted each of my kids to 
have their own dealership that they 
own. So I’ve partnered with my kids 
and my son Greg has Greg Hubler 
Chevrolet along with a few other 
locations. My daughter Christi has 
Christi Hubler Chevrolet in Craw-
fordsville, Ind. and my son Russ 
has Russ Hubler Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram in New Castle, Ind. and 
Russ Hubler Ford in Greensburg 
Ind. I’ve got one kid to go and it’s 
going to be interesting to see what 
he does,” Hubler stated.

A tornado ripped through the Baxter YMCA on 
Sept. 20, 2002. (Submitted photo)
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By Our Lady of Grace
Our Lady of Grace Monas-

tery was founded in Beech Grove 
when sisters came from Southern 
Indiana in the late 50s.  The mon-
astery and sisters have remained 
a constant presence in the com-
munity since then.

The vow of stability roots 
the sisters to a particular place, 
committed to a particular group 
of people.  The sisters welcome 
guests at both the monastery and 
the Benedict Inn Retreat & Con-
ference Center because St. Bene-
dict said “. . .all are welcomed as 
Christ. . .” They also serve the el-
derly of the Southside at St. Paul 
Hermitage Retirement and Nurs-
ing Care facility.

Education has been a minis-
try for the community since its 
beginning, but today the sisters 
work in diverse ways including 

teaching, serving in parishes, of-
fering retreats, providing health 
care and spiritual direction, help-
ing the homeless and poor and 
in administration. 

Prayer is at the heart of all they 
are and do as Benedictines.  The 
sisters gather three times daily to 
pray the Liturgy of the Hours, the 
official prayer of the church.  They 
pray with and for the world.  The 
sisters’ prayer draws them to the 
heart of community and to God 
who calls them to this life.  Prayer 
sustains them in their work and re-
minds them of the need for service.

The sisters who came to 
Beech Grove to establish Our 
Lady of Grace Monastery ac-
cepted the challenge to bring 
Benedictine life to central Indi-
ana.  The monastery continues 
to grow and prosper so that, in 
all things, God may be glorified.

The Benedictine Sisters of Our Lady of Grace are a constant presence of prayer and ministry

(Top left) The sisters of Our Lady of Grace Monastery broke ground in Beech Grove in 1953.  |  (Bottom left and 
right) The statue of Our Lady of Grace welcomes visitors as they enter the monastery grounds. (Photos courtesy of 
Our Lady of Grace Monastery)
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By Perry Township Schools
There were a lot of firsts in 

Perry Township in the late 1880s. 
For starters, the first school was 
established in 1823. That was al-
most 200 years ago. The building, 
on Bluff Road near Lick Creek, was 
a one-room school primarily for 
elementary aged children. 

Sixty years later, in 1883, a 
two-story brick schoolhouse 
was built at the corner of Madi-
son Avenue and Southport Road. 
Eight years later, the second floor 
became Southport’s first high 
school. The first graduating  
class was in 1894, with only  
five graduates. 

By the late 1800s, there were 
15 schools in Perry Township. The 
curriculum included subjects like: 
reading, writing, foreign languages, 

mathematics and physiology. Edu-
cation was clearly important to our 
ancestors. Fast forward to 2022: 
some things never change. 

Perry Township Schools’ mis-
sion is to provide educational op-
portunities that create a desire 
for lifelong learning. Perry Town-
ship Schools is the state’s fifth 
largest school district with more 
than 16,000 students. It provides 
quality education. As a result, 
Perry Township is one of the best 
performing, urban districts in the 
state with a graduation rate of 90 
percent, which is three percent 
higher than the state average. 

From one-room schoolhouses 
to five in a graduating class; much 
has changed over the past two 
centuries. One thing remains the 
same: commitment to education. 

Perry Township Schools sees changes in past 200 years, 
yet commitment to education remains the same

Perry Township School's first graduating class, 1894.  (Photo courtesy of Perry Township Schools)
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By JCREMC
Founded in 1935, JCREMC is a 

cooperative electric utility in Franklin, 
Ind., that supplies electric service to 
more than 26,000 meters in John-
son County and portions of Morgan, 
Shelby, and Brown counties. The co-
operative is committed to safely and 
efficiently providing reliable electric 
services for our community.

As a cooperative enterprise, the 
people who receive their electricity 
from JCREMC are more than just cus-
tomers, they are members. Members 
own the cooperative and are entitled 
to the benefits, such as the not-for-
profit business structure, local control 
and decision-making, and a demo-
cratically elected board of directors.

The founders of the electric coop-
erative movement had strong ties to 
Indiana. One of the first electric coop-
eratives to serve a rural area in Ameri-
ca is located here. In the 1930s, inves-
tor-owned utilities didn’t serve rural 

areas because they felt it wouldn’t be 
profitable. The leaders of the agricul-
tural communities of rural America 
knew that electricity was vital to the 
progress of our country. With federal 
funding available through the newly 
created Rural Electrification Adminis-
tration, cooperatives began springing 
up across America.

JCREMC began operations with 
1,129 members. Today, we serve more 
than 23,000 members with over 1,800 
miles of distribution line. Learn more 
at jcremc.com.

Since 2012, JCREMC subsidiary 
JCFiber has been enriching our com-
munity by providing fast, reliable, and 
cost-effective fiber solutions to the 
underserved. JCFiber is nearly half-
way through a four-year expansion 
that began in December 2020 and will 
reach an additional 5,000 residen-
tial consumers when complete. Learn 
more at jcfiber.com.

By Perry Financial Group
For over 30 years, Tom Perry has re-

mained an anchor of financial planning 
on the Southside of Indianapolis. Tom 
began his career in the financial industry 
in the early 1980s working with several 
large financial institutions. Quickly frus-
trated with these large investment firms 
who charge exorbitant fees and impose 
large asset minimums, Tom realized the 
importance of establishing his own inde-
pendent firm.  Tom Started “Tom Perry 
Investments” in 1990 with a commit-
ment to serving anyone who is seek-
ing the help of a financial professional, 
regardless of asset size or stage in life.  
Tom has guided hundreds of families 
into thriving retirements over the years; 
however, for this firm, the story is just 
beginning.

In 2019, Tom invited his two sons, 
Joe and Eli, to join the practice and they 
decided to rebrand to “Perry Financial 
Group.”  From their office on South Me-
ridian Street, Tom, Joe, and Eli work with 
individuals, families, and businesses to 

build wealth and achieve the retirement 
they deserve. They help folks manage 
the many moving pieces of a successful 
retirement plan, including investment se-
lection, tax planning, debt reduction and 
elimination, social security optimization, 
and much more!  Perry Financial Group 
continues to impose no asset minimums 
and keeps their fees affordable, while de-
livering massive value to their clients.

“Our goal is for our clients to un-
derstand and experience confidence in 
their retirement plan.  Every situation is 
unique.  We listen to your story and if 
necessary, make recommendations to 
develop and strengthen your plan.  We 
consider ourselves teachers before we 
are advisors, ensuring that the concepts 
we explain are understood by those we 
are privileged to serve.  We are not sales-
men, and will not charge you a dime 
unless you understand and agree to the 
plan we develop together.”- Tom Perry

To schedule a free financial consul-
tation, please reach out to us to see how 
we might be able to help!

JCREMC commits to safe, efficient, reliable 
electric services for local community

Perry Financial Group serves Southside for 30 years

Local then. Local now.

Registered Representative offering securities through American Portfolios Financial Services, Inc. Member: FINRA, SIPCInvestment Advisory services 
offered through American Portfolios Advisors, Inc. an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Perry Financial Group is not affiliated with APFS or APAI



22 July 2, 2022 • mycgicon.com Center Grove ICON

Founded in 1908 to serve Beech 
Grove and the surrounding community, 
Holy Name Parish is committed to the 
Mission of making Christ present in the 
world through prayer and the sacra-
ments by living the Gospel message 
of Jesus Christ. Holy Name is home to 
many Southside Catholics, and for 114 
years, has been a dynamic force in the 
life and faith of Beech Grove and the 
Southside of Indianapolis.

Ground for the new parish was 
purchased in 1907, and the first Pas-
tor, Fr. Peter Killian was appointed in 
June of 1908. At the time, there were 
only approximately 50 families living 
in Beech Grove. The original church 
was built in 1908 with a small chapel 
on the second floor of the red brick 
rectory, which still serves as the home 
for the Holy Name pastor.  Until 1918, 
the parish was named Blessed Sacra-
ment, before it was changed to Holy 

Name when the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel of the Cathedral was built.  

Holy Name Catholic School was 
established in 1922 as a ministry 
of the parish and has served many 
generations of young Catholics from 
Beech Grove and the surrounding 
communities since that time.  Starting 
with 53 students in 1922, Holy Name 
grew to over 400 students by 1954 
and over 800 students by the mid 
1960s. In 1922, when the school was 
first built, the upper floor of the school 
building served as the church until 
1954 when the new church was con-
structed. For many years, the school 
was staffed by Franciscan Sisters; 
from the same community that found-
ed St. Francis Hospital in 1914.  

Holy Name School has had a long 
history of excellence in education, 
music, and faith formation.  For over 
35 years, Mr. Jerry Craney estab-

lished a wonderful music tradition at 
Holy Name School and Church, which 
has been continued in recent years 
by Dr. Joseph Chrisman.  The school 
has also had a great tradition when it 
comes to training altar servers, who 
help to offer Mass in a reverent and 
beautiful manner. To this day, school 
students participate in Mass two to 
three times per week, and ordinarily 
spend time in Eucharistic Adoration 
every week.  In the classroom, Holy 
Name teachers are also deeply com-
mitted to making the faith an impor-
tant element of classroom relation-
ships and activities. After 100 years of 
educating children, Holy Name School 
is thriving. Today, we continue to build 
upon the amazing tradition that has 
impacted so many families over the 
past century by developing lifelong 
learners who are committed to know-
ing, loving, and serving God.

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church and School

Original rectory for Parish clergy.

Crucifix on the Altar of Sacrifice.  (Photos courtesy 
of Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church)

Students from the first year of the Parish school, 1922-1923. (Top) 
Grades 1-4.   (Bottom) Grades 5-8Front view of the church.

Southside HistorySouthside History

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School
Celebrating100 Years!
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CELEBRATING NEARLY 125 YEARS CELEBRATING NEARLY 125 YEARS 
AS A PARISH COMMUNITYAS A PARISH COMMUNITY

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF  CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF  
HOLY NAME OF JESUS CATHOLIC EDUCATIONHOLY NAME OF JESUS CATHOLIC EDUCATION

Rooted in Family. Grounded in Faith
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church is 
a sanctuary of faith, hope, and charity, 

committed to making Christ present for 
families in the close-knit communities of 
Beech Grove and Indianapolis Southside.

Our Commitment is to Excellence in Education

Our Goal is to develop lifelong learners who are 
committed to knowing, loving and serving God.

Dedication Day - Nov. 5, 1922.

Current Photograph 
of Holy Name School 

showing the 1935 
addition.

Photo shows the new 
wing addition to the 

school circa 1961.

Rev. Robert J. Robeson, 
Pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church

Amy Wright 
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School Principal



By Todd Travis
When Guerino and Carmela Cento 

opened their doors to Beech Grove 
in 1962, there wasn’t much of a town 
around them. They emigrated from It-
aly in the 50s with the dream of own-
ing a restaurant. After searching for 
the right place and saving up some 
money, they landed in Beech Grove. 

“Through some of the people he 
met, Guerino came across Beech 
Grove before it was really anything,” 
said Carmelina, Guerino’s grand-
daughter and current co-owner of 
Napoli Villa. “He started the restau-
rant in a small part of the building 
selling pizza, subs and spaghetti – 
we were the first place to sell pizza 
in this area at that time. Gradually he 
was able to expand and acquire the 
whole building for the restaurant here 
on 8th and Main,” she continued. To-
day, they continue to serve traditional 
southern style Italian comfort food. 
“When you come in, you’re going to 
get a full meal and you’re going to 
leave full,” Carmelina stated.

The restaurant has had to adapt 
to the changes and growth in Beech 
Grove over the last 60 years, but one 
thing they didn’t want to lose was 
their traditional, family-style feel. 
While they have grown, they have 
stayed true to the flavors that are 
known in the southern Italian regions. 
“We began offering catering and ac-
commodations for groups and par-
ties, and we have a dog-friendly patio 
for people walking their pets down 
Main Street. More recently, we’re 
taking advantage of carry-out and 
delivery services to address the chal-

lenges the pandemic has created,” 
Carmelina explained. “Beech Grove 
has had its share of ups and downs, 
but I feel like we’re on the upturn right 
now. We’ve got such great potential 
for families and businesses – there 
are good schools, good communities 
and good people. It’s kind of a nestled 
little secret. Wonderful police force 
and fire department,” she added. 

Part of the secret to Napoli Villa’s 
long history is the way they con-
nect with their community. “I’ve al-
ways offered my business as a way 
to do fundraising, giving 20% back 
to the not-for-profits that work with 
us. I’ve opened my doors to the Holy 
Name Church down the street and 
I’ve partnered with the senior center 
as well. We also do toy drives during 
the holidays and look for ways to help 
families in need,” Carmelina said. “We 
also collaborate with local business 
owners around the area and just try to 
support each other and help one an-
other whenever we can,” she added. 
This tight-knit feel is something Car-
melina remembers even as a kid run-
ning around in Beech Grove. She has 
watched the town grow, but she feels 
like it has kept that small-town charm 
that she has always loved. “I remem-
ber the days when it was OK for kids 
to be out without their parents, and 
we still have that here. Everyone is 
conscientious of everyone here. We 
look out for each other. There’s a lot 
of places that aren’t like that anymore, 
but here it’s different,” she said. 

Napoli Villa is located at 758 Main 
S. in Beech Grove. Visit its website 
at napoliindy.com.

The front view of Napoli Villa, 758 Main St. in Beech Grove. (Submitted photo)

Napoli Villa
Serving southern style Italian comfort food  

to families in Beech Grove for 60 years

 

Perry Kiwanis 
40 years young and still going strong! 

 

 Founded in 1982 by people who wanted to make the southside a better place to live 

 Serves the community through a variety of projects during the year 

 Raises funds to support local charitable organizations 

 Working side-by-side, members develop friendships with like-minded people 

 

Want to learn more?  
Perry Kiwanis meets at 7 a.m. Thursdays at the IHOP restaurant, 7521 U.S. 31 South, and on 
Zoom. And visit Facebook@KiwanisOfPerryTownship.  
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Perry Kiwanis
40 years young and  
still going strong!

•  Founded in 1982 by people who 
wanted to make the southside a 
better place to live

•  Serves the community through a 
variety of projects during the year

•  Raises funds to support local  
charitable organizations

•  Working side-by-side,  
members develop friendships  
with like-minded people

Want to learn more?
Perry Kiwanis meets at 7 a.m. Thursdays 

at the IHOP restaurant, 7521 U.S. 31 
South, and on Zoom. And visit  

Facebook@KiwanisOfPerryTownship.

Want to make a difference on 
the Southside? Check out the 
Kiwanis Club of Perry Township, 
now celebrating four decades 
of serving the community and 
supporting charitable organi-
zations (and having some fun 
along the way!). We hold a bike 
safety rodeo and give away 
coats, shoes and food to needy 
families. And we support Baxter 
YMCA and Hunger Inc. and we 
award scholarships. Drop in on 
one of our meetings 7 a.m. Thurs-
days at IHOP. Breakfast is on us!

Kiwanis Club of Perry 
Township celebrates 
40 years of serving 

community
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Sign-Up for Girls Inc of Johnson County after 
school and summer camp programs.

For additional information call 317-763-5344  
or visit our website at www.girlsincjc.org 

Serving girls ages 5-18

Inspiring all girls to be 
Strong, Smart & Bold.

By Sonya Ware-Meguire
Girls Inc. of Johnson County has 

an 82-year history of inspiring all girls 
to be strong, smart and bold, by pro-
viding girls with life-changing hands-
on, and minds-on activities. The “Girls 
Inc. Experience” consists of people, 
an environment and programming 

that, together, empowers girls to suc-
ceed. Our comprehensive approach to 
whole girl development equips girls to 
navigate gender, economic and social 
barriers to grow up healthy, educated 
and independent. Girls Inc. is creating 
a legacy of female leaders for genera-
tions to come!

Girls Inc. of Johnson County has 82-year 
history of creating a legacy of female leaders
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By Lauren Rynerson
Johnson & Shelby County Volunteer 

Advocates for Seniors and Incapacitated 
Adults provide guardianship services for 
individuals who are under the jurisdiction 
of the courts. VASIA is similar to CASA 
and serves adults over the age of 18. Like 
Court Appointed Special Advocates, it is 
assigned the most difficult cases includ-
ing people who are abused or neglected 
and without a trustworthy guardian to en-
sure they are receiving the support they 
need.  Volunteers and staff members work 
together to ensure protected adults are re-
ceiving all eligible means of support while 
ensuring a better quality of life.  

The population of those in need of a 
guardian may include people with demen-
tia, Alzheimer’s, mental illness, substance 
abuse issues, traumatic brain injury, de-
velopmental disabilities, autism and any 
other incapacity that limits the individual’s 
ability to make decisions about their finan-
cial and medical care.  Those served will 

be diagnosed by a licensed physician as 
being mentally or medically incapacitated. 
The person will also be without a willing, 
able or suitable relative or significant per-
son to serve as guardian. A county judge 
must rule that the person needs guardian-
ship and will then assign VASIA to the case.

VASIA provides trained, vetted, court-
sworn citizens who assume the respon-
sibility of making decisions for their 
protected adult. Volunteers are trained, 
supervised and assisted by our paid staff. 
Our two full-time staff members receive 
and investigate referrals, present cases 
before the judge for guardianship ruling, 
apply for benefits, coordinate services 
with other agencies and promote commu-
nity awareness.

To be eligible for VASIA services, the 
adult must reside in Johnson or Shelby 
County and live in a residential facility. To 
make a referral for guardianship or be-
come a volunteer advocate, please visit 
indianavasia.org. 

VASIA serves incapacitated adults in need of guardianship 

What does a VASIA 
volunteer do?

Average commitment of 8-10 hours per 
month, but you make your own schedule!

Activities include monthly visits, personal 
shopping, recreational activities, service 
monitoring, and advocacy.

www.indianavasia.org

Lauren 
Rynerson, 
director of 
the VASIA. 
(Submitted 
photo)



By Todd Travis
Amtrak foreman Charlie Stout re-

members the days in the Beech Grove 
station where a simple provision like 
keeping warm was not taken for grant-
ed. “Back when I started in 1978, there 
was some of the building that still had 
dirt floors. There was a boiler in the 
powerhouse that blew hot air through 
registers on the back wall of the floor. 
That was the only heat you had unless 
you happened to find a 55-gallon drum 
that you could burn wood in to try and 
keep warm,” Stout remembered. “Am-
trak had only had the property for three 
or four years so they were still working 
on rehabbing some of the buildings. 
Some of the buildings had holes where 
the windows should have been, and the 
cold air would just come in. Years later, 
they put gas furnaces in all the build-
ings and that was greatly appreciated 
by all of the employees.” 

The Beech Grove Amtrak station 
was originally constructed between 
1904 and 1908 by four major railroad 
companies – Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Chicago and St. Louis. At the time, 
these railways were known as the “Big 
Four.” The station connected rail-
roads that went through the heart of 
the Midwest, running through Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan and Ohio. Amtrak 
purchased the facility in 1975, and it is 
their largest overhaul facility, situated 
on a 108-acre plot. At that time, they 
began taking the old “steam cars” they 
inherited and overhauled them to make 
“head end power cars” which ran on 
480-volt electricity. The overhauls only 
cost around $310,000 whereas, a new 
car would cost upwards of $1,000,000. 
“We don’t have very many of the old 
head end power cars left, most every-
thing we have now is the double-deck-
er superliners, the horizons and the 
Viewliners,” Stout said.

One of the routes that Stout was 
especially fond of is the one con-
necting from Indianapolis to Chicago. 
“When my kids were younger, we would 
leave on a Saturday morning at about 
6 a.m., spend the day in Chicago and 
get back to Indianapolis near midnight. 
It was a long day, but the kids always 
seemed to enjoy it,” he recalled. As 

Beech Grove has grown, so has the 
Amtrak facility. Currently, the facility 
employs about 400 mechanical craft 
and management employees with 
plans to hire an additional 50 employ-
ees this year. On average, about 165 
car overhauls are completed annually 
with 200+ component part varieties 
repaired and rebuilt. Amtrak works with 
high schools and tech schools to help 
identify candidates for the appren-
ticeship program and to help develop 
mechanical skills necessary for future 
employment opportunities.

To Charlie, Amtrak has been like a 
family for the 43+ years he has been 
employed, especially in his earlier 
years. Before getting hired, he was al-
most rejected from the apprenticeship 
program, but his father-in-law and 
brother-in-law spoke up for him. “The 
HR director told me he couldn’t hire me 
because I didn’t have the education-
al background and said I could never 
make it working for the railroad. My 
father-in-law and brother-in-law went 
to bat for me and said to just give me 
a chance,” Stout said. “I just worked 
hard to prove that gentleman wrong 
all these years.” In October, Stout will 
reach the 44-year landmark working 
with Amtrak. His son, Kyle, also works 
as a foreman and they see each other 
every day.

Employees working on the shop floor in the late 1970s/early 1980s. (Photo courtesy of Amtrak)

Charlie Stout and son Kyle Stout in front of the 
Amtrak station.  (Submitted photo)

Amtrak former President and CEO Alan Boyd congratulates employees on an excellent 1978 safety 
record. (Photo courtesy of Amtrak.)

Amtrak
Connecting Beech Grove to the Midwest via steel rails
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We started a credit

888-855-6928  •  iucu.orgFederally insured by NCUA

Two Greenwood-area locations:
• 8936 Southpoint Dr, Ste. C-6
• 996 S. State Road 135

For over 65 years, IU Credit Union has given 
back to the communities it serves by teaching 
financial literacy in our schools, supporting 
education, providing scholarships, sponsoring 
sports and the arts, volunteering at community 
organizations, and participating in local events.

Take advantage of these digital services: 
• Online Banking & Online Bill Pay
• Mobile Banking with Mobile Deposit
• Convenient Payment Options

(Mobile Wallet, Contactless Cards, Zelle®)

• Nationwide ATM Network
• Online Loan Applications

union in
1956...

And we’ve proudly been a part
of your community since 2008.

IU Credit Union helps our members make today
good so that tomorrow can be even better.

.org
We started a credit union
and created a community.

IU Credit Union grows from IU-Bloomington 
campus to serving more than 70,000 

members statewide 66 years later
By IU Credit Union

IU Credit Union was founded in 
1956 on the campus of Indiana Uni-
versity Bloomington. A small group 
of university employees pooled their 
money together and established a 
financial cooperative—owned, oper-
ated and governed by its members. 
Our founders believed a member-
owned financial institution would 
best serve the unique needs of its 
community. Our continued success 
has shown they were correct. 

We’ve grown steadily over the 
years, staying true to our found-
ing principles and core values. We 
expanded into the Greenwood area 
with the addition of our County Line 
Road branch in 2008, followed by 
a Center Grove branch in 2015 and 
finally a branch at US 31 & Smith 
Valley Road opened in 2016 and 
was repurposed as a lending center 
in early 2022. 

Upon joining the Greenwood 
community, we have participated in 
numerous local events – including 
Freedom Festival, KiD CiTY Christ-
mas, Rock the Clock, Rock the Block 
Run, National Night Out, Monster 
Mash and many others. We are 
thankful to the community for wel-
coming us with open arms.  

We remain a safe, convenient 
place to save and borrow money, 
focused on meeting the unique fi-
nancial needs of our members and 
community. We are proud to serve 
more than 70,000 members with 
products and services such as free 
checking, savings, auto loans, mort-
gages, rewards credit cards, mobile 
banking, etc. Our assets exceed $1.6 
billion, placing us among the largest 
credit unions in Indiana.

IU Credit Union membership is 
open to Hoosiers who live or work in 
one of 65 Indiana counties.

IU Credit Union’s first free-standing branch and drive-up, built in 1970. (Submitted photo)



28 July 2, 2022 • mycgicon.com Center Grove ICONSouthside History

The Franklin Road Library Branch opened its 18,000-square-feet facility in 2000.  (Submitted photos)

A Boy Scout troop visits the first Beech Grove Pharmacy in the early 1900s.

The Garfield Park pool in the 1980s. 

The "Dixie Flyer" sits at the interurban station at the northwest corner of Madison Ave. and Southport 
Road in the early 1900's.  It was called "Hoosier Flyer" on the return trip to Indianapolis from Louisville. 
*Photo courtesy of the Perry Township/Southport Historical Society

A 1936 Mercury Car 1005 in Beech Grove. New Bethel store in 1923 with owner, Ernest Lowes.



By Todd Travis
One of Marilyn Mayfield’s favorite 

memories growing up on the South-
side of Indianapolis was going to the 
drive-in movie theaters. "That's where 
you went to the shows. There were no 
shows on the Southside of Indianapo-
lis. Even after we had kids, we used to 
use that for a cheap form of entertain-
ment. I remember our old '55 Chevy 
with a hump in the middle. I made 
something out of wood that covered 
the hump and put blankets on it. When 
they get tired, they'd go to sleep," she 
remembered. Mayfield was born at St. 
Francis Hospital in 1940 and came 
home to 58 Van Dyke St. right behind 
Sophia's Bridal where the post office 
used to be. "That's where I lived until 
I got married, then my husband and I 
lived in the old lodge building, which 
was called the Odd Fellow’s build-
ing. Less than a year later, we bought 
our house and we're still in the same 
house 62 years later, which is two-
and-a-half blocks from where I was 
raised," Mayfield explained. 

Mayfield has a rich history on the 
Southside full of memories and fam-
ily tradition. When she was a teenager, 
she had to go to downtown Indianapo-
lis to work since there wasn't much 
on the Southside besides cornfields. 
Her great-grandfather Jeremiah Gray 
owned quite a bit of land down in the 
area and had both a road and elemen-
tary school named after him. Gray was 
trustee to the township and served on 
the board of directors at Beech Grove 
State Bank. In his obituary he was 
said to be a pioneer. "He probably died 
a very poor man, but he was always 
there to help his friends who were 
farmers that had a tough break," May-
field stated. "When Jeremiah lived on 
Gray Road, it was probably just an old 
dirt road at that time; it was named af-
ter him simply because he lived there. 
I've got mail that was sent to Jeremi-
ah's youngest daughter that just said, 
'Southport Indiana' because everything 
east of us was just cornfields," May-
field laughed. 

Mayfield remembers some ad-
vice that Gray (who always went by 
Jerry) gave to her dad. "He said, 'The 

first thing is that you don't lend any-
body any money, not even your mother, 
without a signed note. And the sec-
ond thing I want you to do is go to law 
school. I don't care if you practice law 
or not, but I want you to find out what 
the law can do for you and what the 
law can do to you,’" she said. "Jer-
emiah was a farmer and on his dairy 
farm he kept two great big shoe boxes 
filled with IOU's from people he had 
lent money to," she added. After Gray 
passed away, some of his land was 
sold off, but much of it was left to his 
children and grandchildren. Mayfield's 
dad sold off a part of the land which 
is where the LA Fitness is currently 
located. "The rest of the land that had 
not been sold, we gave to Indianapo-
lis Parks Department. If you go down 
there, you'll see a plaque that said, 
‘Gray Park’ and it's considered a nature 
walking trail," Mayfield said. 

Jeremiah Gray graduated in 1902. 
One of the Mayfields’ grandchildren 
graduated in 2020 - exactly 120 years 
later, with another having graduat-
ed this year. With five generations of 
Southport graduates, the Gray fam-
ily history is sprinkled throughout the 
Southside of Indianapolis and contin-
ues to be remembered through contri-
butions made by family. Mayfield and 
a few others have done a lot to put 
together as much of the story as they 
could find so it can be remembered for 
years to come.

Jeremiah Gray graduated in 1902. 

Marilyn Mayfield, 1958.  (Submitted photo)

Old Perry Township High School, Southport, 1911 - 1961.

Harold C. Gray presents 
to Dr. Lloyd L. Bodie, 
Southport principal, 
the bell that hung in 
the old high school 
building located at 
Southport Road and 
Madison Avenue. It is 
believed this bell hung 
in the schoolhouse 
built in 1883.

Remembering stories from a family deeply embedded in the Southside's history
Marilyn Mayfield shares stories and proud family memories
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Cutting cake for Garfield Park’s 100-year celebration. 

Beech Grove’s first Chief of Police Charles Lough on Jan. 1, 1936. 

Means Hargraves Blacksmith Shop in Franklin Township. 

The Wanamaker branch library in August 1969.  (Submitted photos)

Beech Grove school faculty in the 1940s. A postcard image from the Sunken Gardens in Garfield Park during the 1910s era. 
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Southside construction company owner shares rewards, challenges of starting a business

The Beeson family, including Phil’s parents and 13 siblings (his mother was pregnant with her 15th child 
in the photo) in 1989, when Perry Township Weekly (now The Southside Times) featured the family for 
a Mother’s Day article. Front row, from left to right: Phil, Bernadette, Rita, Lucia, Tom, John Paul, David 
and Stephen. Back row, left to right: Annie, Greg, Joe, Mike, Mary, Patrick, Dad (James) and Mom (Kay).  
(Submitted photos)

Phil Beeson, right, works on a roof with his crew in 2001, when he began Beeson Construction. 

Working on a construction project with his team in 2003. 

By Phil Beeson and Nancy Hammerstrom
Lifelong Southsider Philip Beeson 

seemed destined for a career out-
doors as a young boy with plenty of 
energy. He was happiest while deliv-
ering newspapers, shoveling snow or 
cutting grass in the sun.

“I disliked the school environment, 
and most teachers did not know how 
to handle my excessive energy,” Bee-
son said with a laugh. “I should have 
been in the (construction) field since 
grade school. I would have loved it 
and been happier.”

A Beech Grove native, Beeson at-
tended Holy Name Catholic School 
and Beech Grove High 
School. He worked as a roof-
ing laborer at age 16 before 
installing shingles for vari-
ous builders and contrac-
tors on the Southside of 
Indianapolis for seven years. 
While attending Central Nine 
Career Center in Greenwood, 
Beeson found a mentor in a 
building trades class taught 
by Ray Kegley. 

“He was one of the great 
old schoolmen, and I had tre-
mendous respect for him,” Beeson said.

After some frustrating experienc-
es while working for other compa-
nies, Beeson decided to start his own 
contracting business. “I always dis-
liked how we would sit at job sites for 
hours waiting for materials and get-
ting paid became rather challenging 
at times from certain contractors,” 
he said. “I thought I could do it better 
and in a more organized manner than 
all the companies I had worked for.” 

Beeson opened Beeson Construc-
tion, Inc. in 2001. As president and 
founder, Beeson acknowledged that 
there are several rewards of owning 
his own business, including qual-
ity time with his three daughters. As 
well, he enjoys “continually seeing 
and hearing of happy customers, 
after giving their home an exterior 

makeover,” he said. 
Yet operating a business also 

comes with challenges. “Surviving 
the long winters with minimal work-
flow has been my biggest growth 
and learning times of the year,” Bee-
son said. “It gives you the ability to 
‘sharpen’ your skills.”

After more than 20 years in the 
business, Beeson has continued goals 
for the future, including growing and 
opening additional locations in the 
Midwest, as well as sponsoring a start-
up nonprofit to build homes in areas 
that are oppressed. “This is a give-
back initiative as an appreciation of the 

support I have received over 
the past 21 years in business, 
primarily my Southside cus-
tomers,” he said. 

Beeson advises that 
homeowners be diligent 
when hiring a contractor and 
stay on top of exterior prod-
uct maintenance, which can 
ultimately save thousands of 
dollars in potential damag-
es.  “Most exterior products 
should get you 15-30 years 
of life but still need serviced 

at 5-10 and 15-year intervals,” he 
said. “Have your property evaluated 
every five years by a professional 
contractor and keep debris and trees 
off your roof and gutters cleaned 
with water flowing. It might be more 
expensive up front, but you will save 
so much in the long run. I have seen 
houses try to stretch a paint job for 
more than 10 years n their home and 
it invited termites, carpenter ants and 
all their friends for an open buffet on 
their home that costs tens of thou-
sands of dollars to fix.”

For those interested in becom-
ing an entrepreneur, Beeson gives the 
following advice: “If you enjoy what 
you do, really love competition, think 
you can do it better than the market 
currently has and are willing to make 
many sacrifices, go for it!”

Phil Beeson 
has owned and 

operated Beeson 
Construction for 

more than 20 years.



A+ RATING WITH BBB • INSURANCE CLAIMS ASSISTANCE • FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

FREE POWER WASH 
WITH FULL EXTERIOR 

HOUSEPAINTING

$500.00 OFF
NEW ROOF

$1,000.00 OFF
FULL SIDING

REPLACEMENT

Any of the Above Coupons must be presented at time of estimate to receive the discount *Minimum 25 Squares

BOARD & BATTEN FIBER CEMENT SIDING

FIBER CEMENT SIDING & ROOF

PREMIUM GUTTER GUARDS VINYL SOFFIT & FASCIA

VINYL TRIPLE PANE WINDOWS NEW ROOF INSULATED VINYL SIDING

EXTERIOR PAINTING INTERIOR PAINTING

Locally owned 
and operated 

since 2001
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nicole@icontimes.com.

By Mark Ambrogi

As the defending Class 4A state cham-
pion with one of the nation’s top high 
school pitchers in junior Keagan Rothrock, 
the Roncalli High School softball team 
took a unique approach to the season.

“We played with a chip on our shoulder 
all season and looked at everything from 
an underdog point of view,” said Rothrock, 
who was named the 2022 Gatorade Na-
tional Softball Player of the Year.  I think 
that really helped us throughout the post 
season and it allowed us to continue play-
ing as a team.”

Rothrock allowed just two hits in a 16-0 
rout of Lafayette Harrison in the 4A state 
championship game June 11 at Purdue 
University’s Bittinger Stadium in West La-
fayette, Ind. Rothrock finished with a 28-0 
record for the Royals (33-0). The Royals 
set state record for runs, hits (18) and runs 
batted in (16).

“It was really sweet to go undefeated,” 
said Rothrock, who has committed to the 
University of Florida. “We put in a ton of 
hours off the field to grow together as a 
team and we also worked hard at practice 
and gave it our all. I think we had a great 
combination of amazing team chemis-
try and hard-working girls as well who 
wanted to win it all again this year. Those 
two things made it all the sweeter to go 
undefeated.”

The Royals have won 46 consecutive 
games, dating back to 2021. That’s one 
shy of 47 consecutive victories by Lake 
Central in 2004-05.

It was the fifth state championship for 
the Roncalli softball program and the 
third for Royals coach David Lauck.

“I felt like our regular season sched-

ule prepared us for the tournament run,” 
Lauck said. “We played in some close 
games in the tournament, and the girls 
never flinched. Then they put it all togeth-
er in the state championship game. “

The state title is the program’s fifth and 
second straight. The Royals are the first 
Class 4A team to repeat as state champions 
since Martinsville in 2005-06. Roncalli (33-0) 
became the fifth undefeated state champi-
ons in the 38-year history of the IHSAA state 
softball tournament.

“It’s very special to go undefeated,” Lauck 
said. “It wasn’t a season goal. But these girls 
put so much work into becoming great play-
ers and teammates, that once they set their 
sights on something (going undefeated), it’s 
hard to stop them.”

Rothrock, who had a 0.70 earned run aver-
age, struck out 382 batters in 170 1/3 innings. 
Lauck said Rothrock kept getting stronger on 
the mound as the season went on.

“There were some regular season 
games where she wasn’t as sharp as she 
wanted to be,” he said. “But she made 
physical and mental adjustments and shut 
down every team in the tournament.”

Rothrock made considerable improve-
ment at the plate with a .523 average with 
team-high 14 home runs and tied junior 
right fielder Abbey Hofmann for the team 
lead with 55 RBIs. Hofmann hit .521 with 
10 homers.

Junior center fielder Lyla Blackwell also 
hit .523 to tie for the team lead in aver-
age with Rothrock. Blackwell, who has 
committed to play for Virginia Tech in the 
2023-24 school year, established new re-
cords for most runs scored (4) and most 
stolen bases (4) in a championship game. 
She tied the Class 4A state championship 

game record with three hits, as did her se-
nior teammate Cate Lehner. Lehner set a 
4A record with four runs batted in.

“Lyla works extremely hard at her craft 
and that is finding ways to get on base, 
and do whatever she can to score,” Lauck 
said. “She was fantastic all season – and 
got better as the season progressed. The 
bigger the stage, the more focused she 
became. Not too many high school kids 
can play like that. And she knows that her 
ability to get on base leads directly to our 
success.”

Lehner, who will play for Butler Univer-
sity next season, batted .465.

“Cate Lehner is arguably the best ath-
lete in the school,” Lauck said. “She was in-
credible defensively, and fights like crazy 
at the plate. Her presence will be missed 
defensively and at the plate.”

In addition to Lehner, the Royals 
graduate four other seniors, catcher Ally 
Walesky, third baseman Kylie Frieje, in-
fielder Tori Candler and first baseman 
Courtney Keller.

Lauck said the senior leadership was 
excellent.

Candler, who will play for Centre College 
in Danville, Ky., hit .432 with 12 homers, in-
cluding one in the state final against Harri-
son. Frieje (.390) will play for Reinhardt Uni-
versity and Keller (.326) will play for Mount 
St. Joseph University in Cincinnati.

Walesky, who was injured early in the 
season, returned to pinch-hit in the state 
championship game. Walesky had hom-
ered twice in state championship victory 
over Lake Central in 2021.

Junior shortstop Lauren Marsicek, an In-
diana State University commit, had a .388 
batting average.

Roncalli’s perfect season one for the record books

Keagan Rothrock, left, and catcher Ann Marie Meek 
wave to the crowd. (Photo courtesy of David Lauck)

Roncalli High School softball players with their award after winning the 4A state championship game June 
11. (Photo courtesy of IHSAA)The team and fans celebrate a victory. (Photo courtesy of David Lauck)
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By Aspire Johnson County

Aspire recently held its first virtual field trip 
as part of its continuing effort to introduce 
high school students to jobs available with 
area companies. Greenwood Community 
High School students made a Zoom visit to 
Milwaukee Tool to learn about employees 
who work at different jobs to help make the 
facility run.

“Local company leadership walked around 
the repair technician area, talking with em-
ployees and providing information on how 
the facility runs,” explained Amanda Ruba-
due, CEcD, Aspire vice president of economic 
development. “They provided the students 
with background on the company, what 
the facility does and the types of tools they 
repair. Several employees did interviews 
on-camera talking about what they do, how 
they got there, the company culture and the 
training they receive.”

The virtual field trip was the latest in a se-
ries of efforts by Aspire in its K-14 workforce 
pipeline initiative, Rubadue said, noting, “It 
allows us to creatively get our companies 
into the classroom.”

She added, “It allows students the oppor-
tunity to go into a business they wouldn’t 
normally get to see, ask questions of the em-
ployees, and get a better idea of jobs that are 
available in their backyard.”

The class was led by Madeleine C. Waters, 

Business Department chair at the school, 
who noted, “Virtual tours have given my 
students the opportunity to learn about lo-
cal employers and the various positions for 
which they hire and also the opportunity to 
actually see the facility, allowing them to en-
vision themselves in that work environment. 
If we want our students to succeed in life 
after high school, we must help give them a 
vision of what that post-secondary/post-col-
legiate experience will look like, and virtual 
tours have helped do just that.”

“From the corporate and hiring perspec-
tive, doing virtual tours puts you on the map 
when it comes to building a pipeline of can-
didates,” Waters added. “My students will al-
ways remember their recent virtual tour with 
Milwaukee Tool as the employees they met 
genuinely appeared to love their jobs – and 
that made an impact on my students that 
they will remember when applying for jobs.”

Leading the tour was Plant Manager Anna 
McDermott, who also helped organize the 
visit. “It’s important we get to connect with 
high school students because we want to 
change the perception of production jobs 
and to let them know that going into the 
workforce right after high school is another 
GREAT path that they should consider.”

Persons interested in having their com-
pany participate in a Zoom field trip may 
contact arubadue@AspireJohnsonCounty.
com or (317) 537-0037.

Aspire holds first virtual field trip for 
Greenwood students at Milwaukee Tool

ICONic cartoon

Hoosier Academic Coaching
A step towards the path  
of academic success!

•     College Planning (Admissions, Scholarships,  
Financial Aid, Essay writing, etc.)

• Graduate School Admissions Planning
• Tutoring (6th grade - college level courses)
•  International Student Guidance
• Transfer Student Guidance
• Citizenship Preparation 
• Career Guidance for Adults

Sign up for a free 30 minute  
consultation on our website today!

hoosieracademiccoaching.com
317.995.9294

info@hoosieracademiccoaching.com
3209 W. Smith Valley Road, Suite 239

Greenwood, IN 46142

The virtual tour 
gave students a 
chance to learn 
about a local 
employer, jobs and 
see the facility.  
(Photo courtesy 
of Aspire Johnson 
County Facebook 
page)
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Red, White and Blueberry Festival •  Join for a 
weekend of food, music and all things blueberry. 
Mallow Run will release its Blueberry Wine and 
Blueberry Hard Cider. | When: July 2 - 4, Saturday 
and Sunday, 12 - 9 p.m. and Monday, 12 - 6 p.m. 
| Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland 
Road, Bargersville. | Info: mallowrun.com

Freedom Flow 2022 •  Celebrate your Indepen-
dence Day with a special vinyasa flow class dedi-
cated to finding your internal freedom! The class 
will focus on quieting the mind from daily obsta-
cles and opening the heart so that it can radiate 
joy to others. The class will begin with pranaya-
ma and then move through an all-levels flow. A 
special Independence Day playlist will be played 
throughout the class. And remember to wear red, 
white, blue, or any combination of three! | When: 
July 4, 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. | Where: Studio You Yoga, 
862 S. State Road 135, Ste. I, Greenwood. | Info: 
facebook.com/studioyouyoga

Farmers Market at Mallow Run • Come experi-
ence the Bargersville Farmer›s Market at Mallow 
Run Winery on July 6, 2022. Everything you love 
about the market but in the beautiful setting of 
the vineyard. | When: July 6, 5 - 8 p.m. | Where: 
6964 W. Whiteland Road, Bargersville. | Info: face-
book.com/BargersvilleMainStreet

Game On •  In this day of camp each artist will 
paint a tic tac toe board, including the X’s and 
O’s. They will also paint a gamer box, perfect for 
all the little things. A snack will also be provided 
while painting. This project day is for children 5 
years and older. This is just 1 of 18 fantastic days 
of uPaint Summer Camp. Check out all the project 
camp days uPaint! | When: July 8, 1 - 3 p.m. | Where: 
uPaint Pottery Studio, | Info: upaintpotterystudio.
com

Summer Concert: HeartStone Crossing Band 
• Come celebrate summer with the free Bargers-
ville Summer Concert Series. Bring a lawn chair or 
blanket. Food and drinks will be available for pur-
chase. | When: July 8, 5-9 p.m. | Where: Bargers-
ville Main Street. | Info: facebook.com/Bargersvil-
leMainStreet

F45 Training Outdoor + Studio You Yoga Work-
out • Join us for a 30 minute outdoor, total body 
HIIT workout followed up with a 30 minute cool 
down with Studio You Yoga! | When: July 9, 11 a.m. 
| Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland 
Road, Bargersville. | Info: facebook.com/F45Cen-
terGrove

Greenwood Summer Concert Series •  John-
son Memorial Health presents Greenwood Parks 
& Recreation›s Free Summer Concert Series! This 

week, enjoy the Endless Summer Band. | When: 
July 9, 7 - 9 p.m. | Where: Surina Park, Greenwood. | 
Info: facebook.com/greenwoodparks

DIY Ice Cream for Teens • Beat the summer heat 
with delicious homemade ice cream! Use an ice 
cream ball to make it, and various toppings will 
be available. A dairy and gluten-free ice cream 
will also be available. | When: July 11: 4 - 5 p.m. | 
Where: White River Branch library, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafterpage.org

Job Search Tips & Tricks • Are you a recent grad 
looking for job hunting tips? Or maybe you›re a 
seasoned worker looking for transition? Join to 
discuss job hunting tips and tricks. | When: July 
13: 6 - 7 p.m. | Where: White River Branch library, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: pageafter-
page.org

Burn the Cork at Mallow Run Winery • Burn the 
Cork returns in 2022 refreshed and ready to raise 
lots money for several worthy youth enrichment 
charities! Returning for her third year as Burn the 
Cork Emcee, WTHR›s Jennie Runevitch will lead us 
through a night of family fun, wine and live music! 
The 9th Annual Burn the Cork will benefit families 
and children affected by fire and several worthy 
Johnson County youth focused charities. | When: 
July 15, gates open 6 p.m. Event runs 6 - 10 p.m. 

| Where: 6964 W. Whiteland Road, Bargersville. | 
Info: facebook.com/burnthecork

Johnson County 4-H & Agricultural Fair • Enjoy 
the sights, sounds and food that comes along with 
the annual Johnson County Fair. | When: July 17 - 
23. | Where: Johnson County Fairgrounds. | Info: jo-
cofairin.com

Purse Bingo • Win popular brands such as Kate 
Spade, Michael Kors and Coach. Proceeds benefit 
The Social of Greenwood. | When: July 20, 5 p.m. 
doors open, 6:30 p.m. Bingo starts. | Where: The 
Barn at Bay Horse Inn, 1468 W. Stones Crossing 
Road, Greenwood. | Info: thesocialofgreenwood.
org

Adult Night at Freedom Springs • Adult Night at 
Freedom Springs lets you tap into your inner child 
and relax as the sun goes down! Come take in the 
evening enjoying your favorite Oaken Barrel and 
Mallow Run beverages. Get your singing voices 
ready for Karaoke Night with MAC events at Free-
dom Springs! Take a stroll around the Lazy River, 
race down the water slides and relax in a lounge 
chair. | When: July 22, 8:15 p.m. | Where: Freedom 
Springs, 850 W. Stop 18 Road, Greenwood. | Info: 
facebook.com/greenwoodparks

EVENTScalendar

Biggby Coffee Greenwood 

Move over, Starbucks. Biggby Coffee has 
opened a second Southside location (a 
Southport location was the first), and their 
iced and frozen drinks will get you through 
the summer’s scorching heat. The new 
drive-through and dine-in location in front 
of Meijer in Greenwood already has loyal, 
regular fans. Iced tea and coffee with any 
flavor up to 24 ounces is just $1.99. Try a 
Scuba Blast Energy Drink, a combination of 
blue raspberry, bubbling sparkling water 
and strawberry popping boba powered by 
Zip! Energy (a plant-based, flavorless caf-
feine boost packed with vitamins B & C) 
with 99.9 mg of caffeine. “It’s my favorite,” 
stated a Facebook reviewer. “I get it frozen; 
it’s so refreshing in this summer heat.” Pair 
your drink with a variety of sweet treats or 
a Turkey Cheddar Jalapeno “Bragel,” made 
with turkey, melted cheddar and cream 
cheese between a toasty jalapeno and 
cheddar bagel. The locally owned shop also 

gives back to the community through non-
profit fundraisers like The Boaz Project. 

HOURS: Monday through Saturday, 5:30 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.; Sunday, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Address: 
156 S. Marlin Drive, Greenwood. For more 
information, go to biggby.com or Facebook: 
BiggbyGreenwood

Beat the heat with an after-dinner crème freeze treat 
with one of the following flavors: chocolate chip 
cookie, confetti cupcake or strawberry shortcake, 
along with a few macaron cookies.  (Photo courtesy 
of Biggby Coffee Greenwood’s Facebook page)

AN OPTION
SPOTLIGHT

Sunrise, Sunset

The SALI Summer Exhibit 2022 
at the Southside Art League 
Off Broadway Gallery will be 
displayed for three months, 
from June 29 to Oct. 1. Mem-
ber artists will exhibit art 
works that follow the theme, 
“Sunrise, Sunset.” A wide va-
riety of styles, subjects, me-
dia and prices will be avail-
able, including framed and 
unframed original paintings, 
matted giclee prints, ceramic 
sculpture, paper sculpture and 
greeting cards. A layaway plan 
is available. The Southside Art 
League, Inc. (SALI) Off Broadway Gallery is located at 299 E. Broadway St., Green-
wood. Come and enjoy the art work during regular hours, Wed. – Sat. 11 a.m. – 3 
p.m. Come meet the artists at the SALI Open House, Friday July 8, 6 - 8 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be served.

The Southside Art League’s members exhibit for the summer, 
"Sunrise, Sunset" has its reception on July 8, 6-8 p.m. This 
is also the reception for our July Guest Artists, the Indiana 
Gourd Society. Pictured, Mac's B_W Medal. (Photo courtesy of 
the Indiana Gourd Society)
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ACROSS
 1 Partner of “ifs” and “ands”
 5 “Bye, amigo”
 10 Credit alternative
 14 Bright aquarium fish
 15 Women’s mag
 16 Norway’s capital
 17 Mere
 19 Wound mark
 20 Like some internships
 21 Site of the Festival of the 
Lakes (July 13-17)
 23 Ziggy and Scooter at the 
Indy Zoo
 24 Oscar, e.g.
 26 ___ and crossbones
 28 Part of IMA
 29 QVC rival
 32 Kings on a Pacers 
scoreboard
 33 Buenos ___
 37 Low-rent district
 40 Riley Towers penthouse 
apartment amenity
 42 Aggressive sort
 43 Jam container
 44 Strong desire
 45 POTUS 40
 47 Old French money
 50 Misses
 54 Put on WXIN
 58 Site of the Roostertail 
Music Festival (July 2-3)
 59 Be agreeable
 60 Church area
 61 Palooka
 64 ___-do-well
 65 Lucky’s Pub mixer
 66 Puerto ___
 67 Man or Wight
 68 Rotisserie rods
 69 Poems of praise

DOWN
 1 Paycheck extra
 2 Leading 3-2, e.g.
 3 Busch Gardens locale
 4 Site of the Catfish Festival 
(July 1-4)
 5 Did perfectly
 6 ___-com
 7 Kinda
 8 Cornhusker city
 9 Recital piece
 10 Skin-deep
 11 Fancy tie
 12 Incline

 13 Unruly bunch
 18 Put in jeopardy
 22 Color the County painting, 
e.g.
 24 Four Seasons Family 
Restaurant side
 25 RN’s forte
 27 GI entertainers
 29 POTUS 33
 30 Jet setting
 31 Barely beat
 34 ___ G. Biv

 35 Terre Haute-to-Indy dir.
 36 Thesaurus wd.
 38 Behind in French class?
 39 “Lady Love” singer Lou
 40 Broad Ripple draw, for 
some
 41 Coach Parseghian
 43 POTUS 35
 46 Perches
 48 Salt, to a chemist
 49 Site of the Lights Over 
Morse Lake Festival (July 1-4)

 50 Muscat native
 51 Enjoys an e-cig
 52 Ford flop
 53 At the apex
 55 Make another offer
 56 Bring forth
 57 Audition tapes
 59 Pre-K basics
 62 Half of bi-
 63 East Coast rival of Caltech

Puzzle Time

See Answers on page 14.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

9 7 4

8 7 9

3 9 5 8

4 8 9

7 6

4 3 7

7 5 1 2

6 4 9

2 6 7

6  Indiana 4-Letter 
Counties
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

5  Bad Weather Events
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

1  4-H Fair Month in Indiana
________________________________

Driver Education

(317) 534-0016
3209 West Smith Valley Rd. 

Greenwood, IN 46142

Classroom 
or Online

drivingacademy.com

4  Popular Newspapers
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

3  Pacers 2022 Draft Day 
Acquisitions
__________________
__________________
__________________

2  Summer Movie 
Chipmunks
__________________
__________________

L
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N B L Y T
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Y

6 Indiana 4-Letter Counties 4 Popular Newspapers
__________________ __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________
__________________ 3 Pacers 2022 Draft Day Acquisitions

__________________
5 Bad Weather Events __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________
__________________ 2 Summer Movie Chipmunks
__________________ __________________
__________________  __________________

 

1 4-H Fair Month in Indiana
   __________________
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14 LIFESTYLE

By Curtis Honeycutt

If you want to feel 
old, try explaining how 

we used to watch TV to a 10-year-old. “In 
days of yore, you couldn’t skip the com-
mercials or pause the show. You just had 
to watch what was on when it was on. 
Yes, that’s how we watched TV in the 10th 
century.” You’ll feel like a complete fossil.

We have some English words that seem 
like fossils, yet, like those of us born in the 
last century, they keep a death grip on life. 
These words are called “fossil words.”

A fossil word tends to show up in a 
particular idiom or phrase, but we don’t 
use that word in any other context. Take 
the word “turpitude,” for instance. Out-
side of the phrase “moral turpitude,” you 
never see it. Turpitude has been fossil-
ized with “moral,” and I don’t see it break-
ing free anytime soon.

Although it means “to dish out,” the 
word “wreak” rarely shows up outside of 
the phrase “wreak havoc.” Occasionally 
someone in an old medieval story wreaks 
vengeance, but “wreak” is almost always 
joined at the hip with “havoc.” Be care-
ful not to confuse “wreak” with “reek,” as 
these homophones could really trip you 
up (and leave you all stinky).

Here’s another tricky fossil word that 
moonlights as a homophone: bated. It 
means “to diminish or lessen.” You never 
hear someone say, “Frank, you have really 
bated your waistline; you must be exer-

cising!” Of course we don’t hear that, be-
cause the word “bated” is fossilized next 
to the word “breath.” Frank waited with 
bated breath to see the number on the 
scale. Just don’t “bait” anyone’s breath; 
I’m not really sure what that would mean.

You may have noticed a fossil word 
in the first paragraph. When the creaky-
boned 30-something was explaining the 
old ways of TV to the youngster, he used 
the phrase “days of yore.” I can’t believe it, 
but we have yet another homophone on 
our hands. Please get your “yore,” “you’re” 
and “your” correct or people will think 
you’re dumb. The word “yore” means 
“long ago,” and you’ll never hear it out-
side the phrase “days of yore.” I dare you 
to use this fossil word outside its tradi-
tional phrase!

In addition to the fossil words already 
discussed, you’ll also discover that “hither,” 
“amok,” “inclement,” “ado,” “eke,” “beck,” 
“champing” and “knell” have been cement-
ed inside other phrases. I’ll bet if you pay 
attention, you’ll find fossil words not only 
hither and thither, but also to and fro.

Curtis Honeycutt is a syndicated humor 
columnist and treasurer of the National 
Society of Newspaper Columnists. He is 
the author of Good Grammar is the Life 
of the Party: Tips for a Wildly Successful 
Life. Find more at curtishoneycutt.com.

GRAMMAR 
GUY

B U T S A D I O S C A S H

O P A H C O S M O O S L O

N O M O R E T H A N S C A R

U N P A I D H A M M O N D

S E A L S S T A T U E T T E

S K U L L A R T

H S N S A C A I R E S

S K I D R O W B A L C O N Y

T Y P E A J A R Y E N

R W R F R A N C

O V E R L O O K S A I R E D

M A D I S O N A C C E D E

A P S E S T U M B L E B U M

N E E R T O N I C R I C O

I S L E S P I T S O D E S

9 5 3 7 2 8 6 4 1

1 8 7 5 6 4 9 2 3

6 4 2 3 9 1 5 7 8

5 6 1 2 4 3 7 8 9

2 7 9 1 8 5 3 6 4

4 3 8 6 7 9 2 1 5

7 9 5 4 1 2 8 3 6

3 1 6 8 5 7 4 9 2

8 2 4 9 3 6 1 5 7

Puzzle Time Answers – ON PAGE 13
Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:

Counties: CLAY, KNOX, LAKE, OHIO, RUSH, VIGO
Events: AVALANCHE, BLIZZARD, HURRICANE, TORNADO, TYPHOON

Newspapers: BOSTON GLOBE, L.A. TIMES, NEW YORK TIMES, USA TODAY
Acquisitions: BROWN, MATHURIN, NEMBHARD

Chipmunks: CHIP, DALE
Month: JULY

LIFESTYLE

Much ado about fossil words

WHY PRINT?

ADVERTISE TODAY!
(317) 300-8782

ENGAGEMENT
According to International News Media  

Association, printed newspapers boast the 
highest amount of ad engagement by readers. 

While other mediums allow for the option to 
ignore or "skip" an advertisement, newspaper 

ads are built into the content. (inma.org)

AFFORDABILITY
Newspapers offer a lower cost per  

thousand readers than radio, tv and direct  
mail advertising.(mediaspectrum.net)

TARGETING
Loyal readers and niche audiences are easier 
to reach when you know the geographic area 

and circulation. (fedena.com)

CENTER GROVE



Soft WaSh - houSe & Roof Cleaning SeRviCeS

A+ RATING WITH BBB • INSURANCE CLAIMS ASSISTANCE • FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

BEFORE BEFORE BEFOREAFTER AFTER AFTER

SOFT WASHING BENEFITS
• Properly remove damaging algae stains & streaks

• Extend the life of your roof & siding
• Saves energy • Restore your homes beauty

•We follow ARMA Guidelines  
(Asphalt Roofing Manufacturers Association)

SOFT WASH
ROOF CLEAN
$399 - $1,599

FREE POWER 
WASH WITH 

FULL EXTERIOR 
HOUSEPAINTING

$500.00 OFF
NEW ROOF

$1,000.00 OFF
FULL SIDING

REPLACEMENT

Any of the Above Coupons must be presented at time of estimate to receive the discount *Minimum 25 Squares

BOARD & BATTEN FIBER CEMENT SIDING

FIBER CEMENT SIDING & ROOF

PREMIUM GUTTER GUARDS VINYL SOFFIT & FASCIA

VINYL TRIPLE PANE WINDOWS NEW ROOF INSULATED VINYL SIDING

EXTERIOR PAINTING INTERIOR PAINTING

Locally owned and operated since 2001



Tankless Tankless 
Water Heaters Water Heaters 

ONLY ONLY 
$$6464

Per MonthPer Month
CO88900054

Any Any 
ofof

859-9999859-999931
7

31
7

• Bradford White
• Made in the USA
• 12 Year Parts & Tank Warranty

“Hot Water Today or“Hot Water Today or
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber makes you this bold promise...No other plumber makes you this bold promise...

It’s You We Pay!”It’s You We Pay!”™™

Pick Two for $75!    

• Gas, Electric & Tankless

Get All Three for $99!

$$300300offoff $$5050offoff

Sump PumpSump Pump 
Battery Back UpsBattery Back Ups

All Plumbing All Plumbing 
Repairs & FixturesRepairs & Fixtures

✔ Water Heater Sediment Flush

✔ Water Softener Resin Cleaning

✔ Sump Pump Stress Test tm

$$49 49 EACHEACH
OROR

• Complete Installation
• Includes Free Sediment

Flushes for Lifetime of HeaterSome restrictions apply. Coupon must be presented at time of service.  This offer is 
only good thru July 31, 2022.  Monday thru Saturday excluding Holidays.  Call in by 
2pm installed by 12:00am. One  Sediment Flush per year. Hot Water Today $500 
guarantee - call for details.

All Drain CleaningAll Drain Cleaning

$$5050offoff

www.CartersMyPlumber.com

Get a FREE Estimate on all Water Heater Installations.

$100 Minimum.  Some restrictions apply. $100 Minimum.  Some restrictions apply.

Water HeatersWater Heaters

$$500500  offoff
our Most Popularour Most Popular
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